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February,  Messrs.  M.  B.  I.  GODDARD  AND  TAFT. 


March, 

TAFT  AND  W.  GODDARD. 

April, 

W.  GODDARD  AND  DAY. 

May, 

DAY  AND  WATERMAN. 

June, 

WATERMAN  AND  CHACE. 

July, 

CHACE  AND  LOCKWOOD. 

August, 

LOCKWOOD  AND  KNIGHT. 

September, 

KNIGHT  AND  SMITH. 

October, 

SMITH  AND  GAMMELL. 

November, 

GAMMELL  AND  HAZARD. 

December, 

HAZARD  AND  BROWNELL. 

January, 

BROWNELL  AND  M.  B.  I.  GODDARD. 

H®33  Application  for  the  admission  of  patients  may  be 
made  to  Dr.  Sawyer,  who  will  furnish  the  papers,  and  all 
requisite  information. 

%*  Letters  and  small  parcels,  for  the  officers  or  patients, 
may  be  left  at  Calef  Brothers',  No.  79  North  Main  Street, 
corner  of  Thomas  Street. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


As  the  Board  of  Trustees  come  to  the  Corporation  of 
Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  bringing  the  thirty- 
fifth  annual  report  of  their  stewardship,  they  are  re- 
minded that  more  than  one-third  of  a  century  —  the 
full  span  of  a  generation  of  men  —  has  passed  away, 
since  the  foundations  of  this  public  charity  were  laid. 
As  we  look  over  our  records,  we  observe  that  of  all 
who  took  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Corporation, 
but  two  remain,  and  these  do  not  mingle  in  our  coun- 
sels to-day.  We  also  notice  that  of  all  first  called 
to  the  several  offices  provided  for  in  the  charter, 
but  three  remain  among  the  living,  and  none  of  these 
are  now  in  official  service. 

It  is  fortunate  for  our  race  that  good  institutions 
survive  those  who  planted  them,  and  that  "the  good 
which  men  do"  is  not  always  "interred  with  their 
bones. "  More  fortunate  still  is  it  to  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  want  and  woe,  that  under  the  influence  of 
the  Christian  religion,  "charity"  —  of  all  the  graces 
most  divine  —  "  never  faileth."  The  means  by  which 
it  is  perpetuated  are  as  divine  as  is  the  grace.  "  When 
the  Lord  would  take  up  Elijah  into  Heaven  '  the  spirit 
of  Elijah,'  with  his  falling  mantle,  '  rested  on  Elisha.'  " 
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We  also  notice  from  the  records  that  of  all  the  156 
patients  admitted  during  the  first  year,  none  remain  ; 
while  of  the  ninety-three  admitted  during  the  second 
year  (1849)  only  one  remains  ;  and  this  one,  with  mind 
clouded,  memory  faded,  affections  blunted,  hope  extin- 
guished, and  reason  utterly  wrecked,  though  life  con- 
tinues, can  hardly  be  counted  among  living  men.  Blest 
be  the  tie  of  brotherhood  and  charity  that  is  not  sev- 
ered by  this  long  strain  upon  it,  but  continues  its  min- 
istries, even  to  such  an  one,  through  all  these  years. 

The  statistical  report  of  the  Superintendent  is,  as 
usual,  full,  clear  and  accurate.  It  shows  at  a  glance, 
as  far  as  figures  can,  the  workings  of  the  Hospital  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  results  thereof.  We  commend 
it,  as  also  his  valuable  suggestions,  to  the  careful  study 
of  the  Corporation,  and  other  friends  of  the  Hospital. 
We  could  not  state  the  facts  more  tersely  and  con- 
cisely, if  we  would,  and  doubt  if  anything  we  can  say 
will  add  to  the  impressiveness  of  his  report. 

We  have  no  great  changes  to  record  this  year. 
The  noticeable  facts  are,  that  we  have  had  a  larger 
number  of  patients  under  treatment  by  thirteen,  and 
a  larger  number  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  by 
fourteen  than  ever  before.  It  is  also  noticeable  that 
the  number  of  deaths  was  much  larger  than  for  the 
previous  year,  or  than  for  any  year  in  our  history 
except  1853.  We  have  no  explanation  of  this,  except 
that 

"  Leaves  bave  their  time  to  fall 
And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  north  wind's  breath, 

And  stars  to  set:  but  all, 
Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  O  Death!" 

Perfect  drainage,  the  utmost  attention  to  cleanli- 
ness and  order,  an  abundant  flow  of  pure  water,  with 
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good  ventilation  of  rooms,  and  proper  exercise  in  the 
open  air  by  all  patients  able  to  take  it,  lias  saved  us 
from  malarial  and  epidemic  disease  of  every  form. 
Moreover  the  health  of  officers,  attendants,  and  ser- 
vants has  been  exceptionally  good. 

Of  course  we  look  for  greater  mortality  among  our 
patients  than  among  those  sick  with  ordinary  diseases. 
Many  patients  come  to  us  who  are  already  stricken 
with  death.  To  our  eye  the  fatal  arrow  is  already 
fixed  and  quivering  in  their  hearts.  The  disease  which 
has  touched  the  brain  finds  its  seat  in  some  vital  bod- 
ily function  ;  or  the  paralysis  which  has  seized  the 
body  announces  a  fatally  diseased  brain,  which  no 
medical  skill  can  reach.  Some  of  these  are  advanced 
in  age.  At  the  best  they  are  on  the  down-hill  of  life. 
In  the  decay  of  nature,  unfortunately,  their  mental  bal- 
ance is  disturbed  or  destroyed.  They  do  not  realize 
it.  They  think  all  men  crazy  but  themselves,  and  at 
no  time  show  the  nature  of  their  malady  so  clearly  as 
in  their  excited  attempts  to  prove  themselves  sane. 
They  resisted  those  restraints  deemed  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  themselves  and  their  friends  at  home, 
and  were  brought  to  us  with  little  hope  of  cure,  but 
rather  for  watchful  care  and  kindly  ministry  until  the 
sands  of  life  are  fully  run. 

In  some  of  these  cases  —  possibly  of  men  whom  we 
have  long  known  and  esteemed  — it  is  painful  to  mark 
the  constant  friction  between  a  diseased  and  decaying 
body  and  a  disordered  mind.  Each  preys  upon  the 
other,  and,  however  unwittingly,  hastens  the  certain 
dissolution. 

It  is  doubtless  true  that  even  in  this  class  of  cases 
the  lives  of  many  patients  are  prolonged  and  their 
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comfort  promoted  by  removal  to  the  hospital.  They 
could  not  be  kept  at  home  with  safety  to  themselves 
or  the  family,  without  some  seclusion,  and  constant 
watch  by  experienced  nurses,  day  and  night ;  and  this, 
where  possible,  would  prove  a  cause  of  constant  irri- 
tation. The  sentiment  that  "  a  man's  house  is  his  cas- 
tle/' is  not  easily  eradicated  from  the  human  mind. 
"  His  castle  " — :  his  fortified  home  —  and  noihiB  prison  ! 
We  remember  Edmund  Burke's  illustration  of  this 
sentiment:  "The  rain  may  enter  it,  the  winds  of 
Heaven  may  enter  it,  but  the  king  cannot  enter  it, 
the  king  dare  Center  it!"  How  great  an  irritant, 
then,  to  a  man  who  has  any  reason  left,  to  find  him- 
self a  captive  in  his  own  house !  a  prisoner  in  his 
own  castle !  a  vassal  where  once  a  lord !  This 
cause  of  irritation  must,  and  from  experience  often 
does,  increase  the  malady,  which  of  all  others  most 
"  grows  by  what  it  feeds  on."  We  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  class  of  patients  in  a  hospital  lose  this 
love  of  freedom,  and  accept  proper  restraints  without 
resistance  or  complaint ;  but  only  that  the  rules  of  an 
institution  like  this,  administered  by  wise  and  experi- 
enced men,  arouse  less  antagonism  and  the  restraints 
imposed  are  more  readily  accepted  than  they  would 
be  in  their  own  houses.  The  value,  therefore,  of  a 
hospital  for  the  insane,  as  compared  with  any  other 
great  public  charity,  should  not  be  judged  by  the  per- 
centage of  its  death-rate,  or  even  of  its  recoveries  for 
any  specified  period  of  time. 

While  it  is  a  curative  institution,  to  those  patients 
who  are  within  reach  of  the  healing  art,  it  is  painfully 
true,  whatever  be  the  hopes  of  friends,  that  very 
many  who  come  to  us  have  reached  a  state  of  mental 
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and  physical  decay,  which  none  but  the  Divine  hand 
by  miraculous  interpositions  can  arrest. 

In  some  of  these  cases,  the  struggle  for  life  goes  on 
long  after  the  weakened  will  has  ceased  to  direct  it, 
as  from  the  momentum  acquired  or  increased  by  deli- 
rium, while  in  others,  a  mania  apparently  no  more 
violent,  rapidly  breaks  down  all  power  of  resistance, 
and  hastens  the  end.  It  is  therefore  as  difficult  to 
account  for  the  veiy  small  number  of  deaths  last  year, 
as  for  the  very  large  number  this  year. 

But  even  in  those  cases  where  death  had  set  his  seal, 
and  sooner  or  later  come  to  claim  his  own,  the  Hos- 
pital has  answered  one  of  the  great  ends  for  which  it 
was  founded.  It  has  been  a  safe  retreat,  a  comforkible 
home  for  those  whose 

"  Hearts,  once  bold  arid  brave, 
Now,  like  muffled  drums,  are  beating 
Funeral  marches  to  the  grave." 

At  the  same  time,  it  has  relieved  the  families  from 
which  they  came,  not  alone  from  wearisome  and  thank- 
less watching  and  toil,  but  also  from  anxious  solicitude 
and  care,  which  once  robbed  the  day  of  pleasure  and 
the  night  of  repose,  and  the  community  in  which  they 
lived,  from  the  dangers  and  alarms  always  existing 
when  men  whose  passions  have  survived  their  reason 
are  living  without  restraint. 

We  have  referred  to  the  large  number  under  treat- 
ment in  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  and  remaining 
at  its  close.  We  accept  this  as  evidence  of  growing 
confidence  in  the  community,  in  the  wisdom  and  skill 
of  its  internal  administration.  While  we  have  always 
been  favored,  in  a  large  degree,  with  the  confidence  of 
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the  wise  and  good,  who  have  had  knowledge  of  the 
internal  workings  of  the  Hospital,  we  have  at  times 
been  painfully  aware  that  the  verdict  of  the  commu- 
nity was  not  unanimous.  In  most  of  the  cases  of  dis- 
trust revealed  to  us,  we  have  been  able  to  trace  their 
roots  to  the  statements  of  discharged  patients,  and 
usually  to  those  who  were  improved,  or  but  partially 
recovered  when  discharged.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
Hospital,  our  records  show  that  we  have  discharged 
823  patients  as  recovered  ;  650  as  improved,  and  323 
as  unimproved.  Some  of  the  warmest  friends  of  the 
Hospital  at  the  present  time  are  found  among  that  first 
class  —  the  recovered  patients —  who  have  gone  from 
us  "  clothed  and  in  their  right  minds/'  Their  grati- 
tude has  found  varied  expression ;  sometimes  in  the 
most  substantial  form,  as  past  reports  and  the  Super- 
intendent's report  for  this  year  will  show.  From  the 
second  and  third  classes — those  discharged  as  "im- 
proved "  and  "unimproved,"  and  especially  from  the 
latter  —  wTe  have  too  often  reason  to  anticipate  differ- 
ent feelings  and  expressions.  Many  of  them  come 
to  us  unwillingly  —  blame  their  friends  for  sending,  and 
us  for  keeping,  them — are  too  restless  while  they 
stay  to  be  much  benefited  —  are  urgent  in  their  de- 
mands for  release  —  and  go  out  by  order  of  their 
friends  full  of  conceits  and  delusions,  often  to  abuse 
the  Hospital  and  its  officers,  and  thus  to  prove  in  a 
short  time  the  necessity  for  their  return. 

The  influence  of  this  class  of  discharged  patients  is 
not  wide,  and  only  proves  annoying  to  the  Superin- 
tendent and  attendants,  when  persons  who  have  repu- 
tation for  character  and  intelligence  give  credit  to 
their  tales  of  fancied  wrong,  and  without  careful  ex- 
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animation  put  them  in  circulation  with  their  endorse- 
ment. 

We  think  of  one  such  case,  which  during  the  past 
year  found  its  way  to  the  public  eye  and  ear,  through 
the  columns  of  a  sensational  Sunday  sheet.  It  was 
scandalous  in  its  nature,  and  was  aimed  directly  at 
the  character  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution.  An 
examination  by  competent  professional  men,  at  once 
gave  the  lie  to  the  slander,  but  this  was  long  after 
many  minds  had  been  poisoned  by  it. 

A  weak  ambition  to  fill  a  large  place  in  the  public  eye, 
is  sometimes  a  sufficient  motive  for  men  to  rush  into 
print  with  sensational  stories,  which,  with  a  semblance 
of  truth,  prove  to  be  but  base  slanders  of  reputable 
neighbors  or  institutions. 

They  do  not  fabricate  them.  They  take  them 
second-hand  and  repeat  them,  hardly  stopping  to  in- 
quire whether  their  informant  was  a  wise  man  or  a 
fool,  a  sane  man  or  a  maniac. 

The  office  of  physician  or  attendant  in  a  hospital  for 
the  insane  is  at  best  a  most  trying  and  thankless  one, 
while  that  of  Trustee  is,  to  say  the  least,  no  sinecure. 
As  the  whole  community  is  interested  in  the  manner 
in  which  these  respective  trusts  are  discharged,  it 
has  a  right  to  watch  those  who  fill  them,  and  may 
properly  hold  them  to  a  strict  account  of  their  stew- 
ardship. But  even  the  community  has  duties  as  well 
as  rights.  It  should  not  only  be  just  in  its  judgments, 
but  it  should  not  judge  on  irresponsible  or  ex-parte 
testimonjr,  especially  where  a  hasty  and  wrong  judg- 
ment injures  not  only  those  whom  it  first  touches,  but 
may  also  send  trouble  and  needless  alarm  through  a 
wide  circle  of  individuals  and  families. 
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But  there  are  compensations.  The  confidence  and 
gratitude  which  find  expression  far  more  than  counter- 
balances the  suspicion  and  distrust  to  which  we  have 
alluded.  With  how  large  a  degree  of  satisfaction  may 
the  Superintendent  and  his  associates  contemplate  the 
cases  of  some  of  the  patients  discharged  or  "recov- 
ered "  during  the  past  year  ?  Persons  of  education, 
of  talent  and  of  social  standing,  who  were  brought  to 
the  Hospital  by  anxious  friends  in  a  wild  state  of  frenzy, 
have  been  returned  to  their  homes  and  friends,  fully 
restored,  while  others  who  years  ago  went  out  healed, 
live  to  send  their  new  salutations  and  Christmas  greet- 
ings with  fresh  testimonials  of  their  gratitude. 

The  improvements  to  the  buildings  and  grounds 
during  the  year  were  numerous,  if  not  costly.  Noth- 
ing has  been  allowed  to  waste  or  deteriorate  by  neg- 
lect. The  steam  boilers  have  been  reset  with  the 
Jarvis  furnace,  the  top  of  the  boiler  chimney  rebuilt, 
the  rear  approach  to,  and  the  fiat  roof  of  the  boiler- 
house  have  been  concreted,  the  outside  woodwork  of 
the  house  has  been  painted,  and  a  new  ice-house, 
22x32  feet  square,  erected.  Within  the  house  some 
of  the  halls  and  many  of  the  rooms  have  been  reno- 
vated with  paint  and  paper,  and  additions  made  to  the 
furniture,  including  an  electric  watch-clock  for  two 
watchmen,  with  five  secondary  dials  distributed  about 
the  house,  and  connected  with  the  central  clock  by  an 
electric  circuit  which  regulates  their  motion. 

Nor  have  the  farm  and  grounds  been  neglected. 
Each  has  been  touched  by  "  the  hand  of  diligence  "  and 
skill.  Not  by  that  skillful  art  which  hides  or  obscures 
nature,  but  rather  by  that  artful  skill,  which  removes 
briar  and  thorn,  thistle,  bramble,  and  superfluous  bush 


and  branch  ;  so  that  meadow  and  field,  orchard  and 
forest,  garden  and  lawn  may  each  render  full  harvest 
of  fruit  or  beauty  in  its  season.  How  beautiful  these 
150  acres  that  surround  the  Hospital!  How  perfect 
the  mingling  of  forest  and  field,  of  grove  and  lawn,  of 
orchard  and  meadow  !  Where,  in  this  region  can  any 
spot  be  found  so  wild  and  romantic  as  the  deep, 
heavily  shaded  glen  we  call  the  grotto?  Where  a 
shaded  spot  so  lightly  touched  by  the  hand  of  art,  that 
in  its  native  simplicity  is  more  charming  than  the  half 
mile  of  steep  bluff  along  the  banks  of  the  broad  but 
quiet  river  ?  Where  a  scene  more  picturesque  — more 
full  of  rural  beauty  —  than  that  between  the  Hospital 
and  the  porter's  lodge  ;  or  a  shaded  drive  more  satis- 
fying than  the  two  miles  or  more  within  our  grounds  ? 
An  extension  of  this  drive  has  been  made  the  past 
year,  so  as  to  encircle  the  lake  we  have  formed  in  the 
open  meadow,  by  arresting  the  flow  of  the  brook  be- 
fore it  reaches  the  grotto,  through  which  it  courses  to 
the  river.  The  income  from  our  improvement -fund  is 
not  large  enough  to  make  every  desired  improvement 
in  a  single  year  ;  but  under  the  plans  and  wise  super- 
vision of  the  committee  of  the  Board,  it  does  afford 
means,  not  merely  "to  dress  the  garden  and  to  keep 
it,"  but  also  from  time  to  time  to  extend  or  improve 
its  walks  and  drives,  its  lawns  and  groves,  as  well  as 
to  add  to  the  large  variety  of  trees  and  shrubs  native 
to  the  soil,  such  others  as  they  have  reason  to  think 
will  flourish  in  this  climate. 

Moreover,  we  need  money  at  the  present  time  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  House  more  than  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  grounds.  The  David  Duncan  Ward, 
added  to  the  female  wing  of  the  House  a  few  years 
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since,  gave  us  not  only  better  but  larger  accommo- 
dation for  that  sex.  The  excess  of  female  over  male 
patients  (32),  shows  about  the  capacity  of  that  en- 
largement, but  by  no  means  shows  its  value  to  the 
Hospital.  It  gave  us  a  kind  of  accommodation  for 
hopeful  patients,  very  much  needed,  and  perhaps  no- 
where excelled. 

A  corresponding  addition  to  the  male  wing  of  the 
House  is  equally  needed,  and  could  doubtless  be  made 
at  the  present  time  for  two-thirds  the  money  expended 
upon  that  ;  but  unfortunately  the  money  is  not  in 
hand.  If  it  were,  we  should  certainly  use  it,  not  so 
much  for  securing  accommodations  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  patients  of  the  two  sexes — though  we  would 
have  proper  regard  for  proportions — as  for  giving  to 
the  male  wing  the  advantages  which  the  modern  im- 
provements in  the  David  Duncan  Ward  now  give  to 
the  female  wing  in  large  excess. 

The  Hospital  has  had,  during  the  }7ear,  not  merely 
the  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
required  by  the  by-laws,  but  aside  from  these  required 
weekly  official  visits  of  two  of  their  number,  rotating 
every  month,  members  of  the  Board  have  made  many 
other  visits,  unannounced,  at  seasonable  and  unseason- 
able hours,  on  special  or  general  errands  in  the  inter- 
est of  patients  or  of  the  Corporation.  Whatever  the 
occasion  or  the  time  of  these  special  visits,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  are  always  made  welcome ;  and 
though  unannounced,  the  preparation  for  their  recep- 
tion seems  as  complete  as  when  making  a  stated  official 
visit. 

The  Board  desire  to  express  its  grateful  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Stockbridge  in 
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giving  valuable  lectures  to  the  convalescing  patients 
on  Thursday  evenings ;  as  also  to  Professor  Hoffman 
and  the  singers  associated  with  him,  for  the  entertain- 
ing concerts  with  which  the}r  have  favored  the  patients 
on  Friday  evenings. 

These,  with  the  stereopticon  exhibitions  on  Tuesday 
evenings  and  the  religious  service  on  Sabbath  even- 
ings, constitute  the  principal  occasions  for  assembling 
in  the  chapel.  We  would  not,  however,  overlook  the 
Christmas  festival,  which  this  year,  as  usual,  was  made 
a  pleasurable  occasion.  Through  the  contributions 
of  members  of  the  Board  and  other  friends,  a  large 
Christmas  tree  was  beautifully  decorated  with  presents 
appropriate  and  acceptable  to  many  of  the  patients, 
who  with  music  and  song  formed  a  happy  circle  be- 
neath its  branches. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  will  show  that  all  the 
funds  of  the  Hospital  have  been  carefully  and  safety 
invested.  All  the  securities  held  are  yielding  a  satis- 
factory income  for  times  like  these,  when  the  rates  of 
interest  are  exceptionally  low.  It  will  also  be  noticed 
with  gratification  that  the  donation  fund  has  been  in- 
creased $1,852.86  by  a  bequest  of  the  late  Fanny 
Mason,  which  came  to  us  on  13th  April  last,  through 
Hon.  John  P.  Knowles,  executor. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  "  Asso- 
ciation of  Medical  Superintendents  of  American  Insti- 
tutions for  the  Insane,"  which  held  its  last  annual 
meeting  in  the  citv  of  Washington,  will,  by  invitation 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  hold  its  next  meeting  in  this 
city.  This  will  occur  on  Tuesday,  June  10,  1879,  and 
will  probably  continue  three  or  four  days.  This  As- 
sociation numbers  one  hundred  or  more  superinten- 
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dents  of  institutions  like  our  own.  It  was  organized 
in  the  interests  of  medical  science,  in  its  application 
to  the  treatment  of  mental  disease,  and  its  annual 
gatherings  are  designed  for  mutual  help  and  improve- 
ment, as  well  as  for  the  general  enlightenment  of  the 
public  as  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  insanity.  Doubt- 
less most  of  the  sessions  of  the  Association  will  be 
held  in  the  city,  but  we  shall  hope  to  be  honored  with 
their  company,  for  at  least  one  of  the  days,  at  the 
Hospital. 

We  bespeak  for  the  Association  and  its  members 
those  courteous  hospitalities  which  the  citizens  of 
Providence  are  accustomed  to  extend  to  intelligent 
strangers,  whose  talents  are  devoted  to  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  an  unfortunate  class  of  our 
fellow-men. 

In  conclusion,  we  congratulate  the  Corporation  that 
the  clay  has  passed  when  the  "mad-house"  and  its  in- 
mates, like  the  "pest-house,"  was  an  object  of  aver- 
sion. While  many  still  "  pass  by  on  the  other  side," 
there  are  not  a  few  who  with  the  spirit  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  recognize  a  "neighbor"  alike  in  him  of 
bruised  body  or  disordered  mind.  To  all  those  who 
by  speech,  letter,  or  song,  or  by  gifts  of  money,  books, 
pamphlets,  pictures,  or  other  articles,  however  slight, 
have  promoted  the  pleasure  or  comfort  of  our  patients, 
we  tender  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments.  We 
beg  to  assure  these  friends  that  this  kind  of  charity  is 
thrice  blessed.  Not  only  the  giver  and  receiver,  but 
also  the  officers  of  the  Hospital,  who  become  the  almon- 
ers of  these  bounties,  participate  largely  in  the  pleas- 
ure which  they  give.  Removed  as  we  are,  farther  from 
the  public  eye  than  many  other  of  our  worthy  public 
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charities,  there  is  danger  that  we  come  less  in  mind  than 
they  ;  and  therefore  with  these  thanks  to  those  who 
have  remembered  us  and  our  charge,  we  beg  to  remind 
others  of  our  needs. 

A.  C.  Barstow,  President. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


There  were  in  the  Hospital  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1878,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  patients  — 
sixty  males,  and  ninety-six  females.  During  the  year, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  have  been  admitted  — 
fifty-two  males  and  seventy-four  females — making  the 
whole  number  under  treatment  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two.  One  hundred  and  twelve  have  been  dis- 
charged—  forty-three  males,  and  sixty-nine  females 
—  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  3rear,  one  hundred  and 
seventy  —  sixty-nine  males,  and  one  hundred  and  one 
females. 

Of  those  admitted,  fifty  had  been  insane  less  than 
three  months,  thirty-one  others  less  than  one  year, 
twenty-two  more  than  one  year,  but  less  than  two 
years,  and  twenty-three  more  than  two  years. 

Five  were  natives  of  Providence,  twenty-nine  of 
other  cities  or  towns  of  Rhode  Island,  thirty-two  of 
other  New  England  States,  four  of  other  of  the  United 
States,  and  fifty-six  were  of  foreign  birth.  Forty-two 
were  residents  of  Providence,  forty-five  of  other  parts 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  thirty-nine  of  other  New  England 
States. 
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Sixty-one  were  married,  forty-six  were  single,  and 
nineteen  widowed. 

Fifty-six  were  supported  from  their  own  estates  or 
by  relatives,  seventy-two  received  assistance  from 
various  other  sources. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  were  not  known  to  have 
had  a  previous  attack  of  insanity,  six  had  had  one 
previous  attack,  one  had  had  two,  two  had  had  three, 
and  one  had  had  ten  previous  attacks  ;  fifteen  had  pre- 
viously been  under  treatment  in  this  Hospital,  of  whom 
seven  had  been  discharged  as  recovered  and  eight  as 
improved. 

Of  those  discharged,  twenty-six  had  recovered,  forty- 
two  had  improved,  twenty-two  were  unimproved,  and 
twenty-two  died.  Of  those  classified  as  improved, 
eight  were  taken  to  other  hospitals,  ten  to  the  State 
Asylum,  for  Incurable  Insane,  and  twenty-four  to  their 
homes.  Of  those  unimproved,  seven  were  taken  to 
the  State  Asylum  for  Incurable  Insane,  and  four  to 
their  homes,  ten  were  sent  to  other  hospitals,  and  one, 
a  foreigner,  was  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Of  the  deaths,  one  was  from  apoplexy,  one  from 
strangulated  hernia,  three  from  organic  disease  of  the 
brain  with  paralysis,  three  from  phthisis,  four  from 
acute  mania,  and  ten  from  chronic  mania.  The  dura- 
tion of  insanity  in  those  who  died  varied  from  two 
months  to  fifty-two  years. 

The  largest  number  in  the  house  at  any  time  was 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  the  least  number  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  the  average  number  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  and  a  fraction. 
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Here  follows  the  usual  table  of  statistics  of  the  insti- 
tution from  its  opening  :  — 


Tear. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Whole  No. 
under  care. 

Recovered. 

Improved. 

Unimproved. 

 — 

Died. 

1 

At  the  end  of 
the  year. 

1848 

156 

56 

156 

17 

26 

13 

100 

1849 

93 

86 

193 

35 

24 

7 

20 

107 

1850 

73 

67 

180 

19 

27 

5 

16 

113 

1851 

68 

54 

181 

26 

8 

4 

16 

127 

1N.V.' 

101 

86 

228 

30 

36 

5 

15 

142 

1853 

92 

98 

234 

44 

27 

5 

22 

136 

1854 

80 

85 

216 

40 

20 

6 

19 

131 

1855 

56 

50 

187 

20 

15 

4 

11 

137 

1856 

59 

54 

196 

14 

19 

5 

16 

142 

1857 

37 

39 

179 

15 

10 

4 

10 

140 

is.vs 

47 

52 

187 

22 

7 

11 

12 

135 

1859 

42 

42 

177 

14 

16 

2 

10 

135 

I860 

58 

66 

193 

22 

21 

8 

15 

127 

1861 

53 

45 

180 

22 

5 

4 

14 

135 

1862 

36 

39 

171 

17 

7 

10 

5 

132 

1863 

37 

39 

169 

9 

14 

8 

8 

130 

1864 

49 

47 

179 

15 

14 

6 

12 

132 

1865 

42 

43 

174 

11 

11 

5 

16 

131 

1866 

44 

56 

175 

18 

3 

11 

18 

119 

1867 

77 

65 

196 

29 

17 

5 

14 

131 

1868 

80 

61 

211 

26 

15 

12 

8 

150 

1869 

73 

69 

223 

33 

19 

9 

8 

154 

1870 

81 

140 

235 

34 

24 

70 

12 

95 

1871 

99 

80 

194 

32 

23 

8 

17 

114 

1872 

123 

103 

237 

37 

35 

15 

16 

134 

1873 

94 

99 

228 

34 

39 

10 

16 

129 

1874 

105 

107 

234 

41 

35 

16 

15 

127 

1875 

102 

86 

229 

37 

21 

14 

14 

143 

1876 

96 

94 

239 

36 

26 

20 

12 

145 

1877 

124 

113 

269 

49 

45 

12 

7 

156 

1878 

126 

112 

282 

26 

,42 

22 

22 

170 

2403 

2233 

824 

650 

323 

429 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  admissions  is 
slightly  larger  than  last  year,  while  the  number  treated, 
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the  average  population  of  the  house,  and  the  number 
remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  considerably 
larger  than  ever  before.  The  proportion  of  recoveries 
is  less  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  greater  than 
usual ;  only  nine  times  in  the  history  of  the  Hospital 
has  the  proportionate  mortality  been  greater. 

A  marked  feature  of  the  year's  experience  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  those 
who  have  voluntarily  sought  to  place  themselves  in 
the  Hospital.  Many  of  these  had  before  been  inmates 
of  the  Hospital  and  returned  with  full  appreciation  of 
the  benefits  they  had  received  and  abundant  gratitude 
therefor. 

The  increased  number  of  patients  has  proportion- 
ately increased  the  demands  upon  our  time  and  ener- 
gies, and  the  year  seems  to  have  passed  even  more 
quickly  than  its  predecessors.  While  the  immediate 
good  of  each  patient  has  been  kept  steadil}'  in  view, 
aud  the  routine  work  of  the  Hospital  has  been  promptly 
and  thoroughly  done,  we  have  contrived  somewhat  to 
extend  our  means  of  treatment  and, to  increase  their 
efficiency.  To  this  end  the  proportionate  number  of 
attendants  has  been  enlarged,  several  additional  vehi- 
cles and  the  necessary  horses  have  been  purchased  for 
the  use  of  patients,  the  number  and  variety  of  enter- 
tainments have  been  increased,  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  library,  the  museum,  and  the  apparatus 
for  games,  the  prescribed  walks  and  drives  have 
been  made  more  varied  and  extended,  and  the 
usual  excursions  to  places  of  interest  have  been 
more  numerous  and  have  included  a  greater  vari- 
ety of  public  entertainments.  For  many  }Tears  we 
have  held  in  the  chapel  not  only  religious  services 
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on  the  Sabbath,  but  on  Tuesday  evenings  exhibitions 
of  views  by  the  stereopticon,  and  on  Friday  evenings 
readings,  with  such  music  as  we  could  command  from 
the  resources  of  our  own  household.  Last  year  the 
musical  part  of  these  entertainments  was  extended  by 
securing  the  regular  attendance  of  professional  musi- 
cians of  high  rank.  During  the  present  winter  we 
have  enjoyed  regular  Friday  evening  concerts,  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Edward  Hoffman,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man, Miss  Safford,  Mr.  Glezen,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  many 
others.  In  connection  with  these  concerts  several  pop- 
ular readers  have  kindly  given  readings  and  recita- 
tions ;  among  them  Mrs.  Brooks,  Miss  Brown,  Rev. 
0.  W.  Ernst,  and  others.  Miss  Genevieve  Ward,  dur- 
ing her  stay  in  Providence,  gave  us  a  most  delightful 
evening  entertainment  by  singing  and  by  the  recitation 
of  extracts  from  the  plays  of  Shakespeare. 

Our  warm  thanks  are  due,  and  are  gladly  rendered, 
to  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  kindly  favored 
us  with  such  delightful  entertainments.  They  cannot 
know — only  those  in  daily  contact  with  the  inmates  of 
the  Hospital  can  tell — how  deep  and  lasting  has  been 
the  pleasure  conferred  or  how  universally  it  has  been 
shared. 

We  have  also  had  a  regular  series  of  lectures  on 
Thursday  evenings,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockbridge. 
These  lectures  have  proved  very  interesting,  and  have 
been  eagerly  attended  by  patients  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  our  household. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  S.  M.  Vose,  such  of 
our  patients  as  were  able  to  attend,  were  gratuitously 
admitted  to  the  exhibition  of  a  Loan  Collection  of 
Paintings  at  the  Westminster  Art  Gallery.  Many 
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availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  some  visited 
the  exhibition  several  times,  and  all  derived  great 
pleasure  from  the  unusual  privilege. 

Less  concerned  in  the  immediate  treatment  of 
patients  are  a  variety  of  improvements  which  have 
occupied  our  time  and  consumed  our  means.  Some 
halls  and  rooms  have  been  renovated,  and  various 
other  improvements  made  within  the  house,  the  ex- 
ternal wood-work  of  the  Hospital  building  and  of  the 
Kay  Hall  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  part  of  the 
drive-way  near  the  house  has  been  concreted,  three  of 
the  steam  boilers  have  been  re-set  with  the  Jarvis 
patent  furnace,  a  gas-burning  arrangement,  by  which 
we  hope  to  effect  a  great  saving  in  fuel,  the  roof  cov- 
ering the  boilers  has  been  renewed,  the  boiler  chim- 
ney partly  rebuilt  and  the  external  walls  of  the  house 
carefully  repointed  wherever  necessary.  An  ice  house 
having  a  capacity  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  tons 
has  been  constructed,  and  will  doubtless  be  easily  filled 
from  our  pond. 

Throughout  the  year  we  have  used  the  Pawtuxet 
water  from  the  city  water  works,  and  gas  from  the 
Providence  G-as  Company,  and  find  numberless  ad- 
vantages over  the  old  plan  of  daily  pumping  and  gas 
making. 

The  farm  and  garden  have  been  very  productive, 
and  we  have  enjoyed  an  abundant  supply  of  the  fresh- 
est of  vegetables  and  fruit,  and  the  richest  and  purest 
of  milk,  and  other  farm  products  in  variety  and  per- 
fection, while  a  vast  amount  of  wholesome  exercise 
has  been  furnished  to  those  patients  willing  to  labor, 
and  all,  patients  and  employes,  and  officers  as  well, 
have  been  benefited  and  strengthened,  drawn  from 
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their  delusions  or  their  cares  by  their  interest  in  the 
operations  upon  the  soil,  in  the  animals  on  the  farm, 
and  in  the  natural  beauties  of  the  grounds.  The  profit 
from  the  farm  is  reckoned  at  $3,701.10,  the  expenses 
having  amounted  to  $6,61.5.46,  and  the  money  value  of 
the  products,  at  wholesale  market  rates,  to  $10,316.56. 

Of  the  income  of  the  Duncan  Improvement  Fund  we 
have  expended  $941.30  in  making  drives  and  walks, 
and  in  adding  to  the  variety  of  trees  and  shrubs. 

The  reduction  in  the  cost  of  what  are  called  the  nec- 
essaries of  life  has  enabled  us  to  expend  more  in  other 
directions,  and,  by  this  means,  some  of  the  outlay  for 
improvements  mentioned  above  has  been  made  pos- 
sible, and  many  additional  advantages  have  been  en- 
joyed by  the  patients  which  they  could  not  otherwise 
have  had. 

A  large  part  of  the  income  of  the  Permanent  Fund 
for  1877,  which  should  have  been  included  in  last 
year's  report,  was  not  duly  paid,  but  has  since  been 
received  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Steward's  Ac- 
count ;  moreover,  some  large  bills  of  important  im- 
provements recently  made  could  not  be  obtained  in 
season  to  be  included  in  the  statement  for  this  year  ; 
for  these  reasons  the  Steward's  Account  appears  more 
favorable  to  the  Hospital  than  it  should. 

The  average  charge  per  week  for  board  has  been 
$7.58,  and  the  average  expenditure  per  patient  per 
week  $7.62.  I  always  look  with  satisfaction  upon  an 
increase  in  the  latter  figures,  for,  given  the  same  econ- 
011137-  and  care  in  administration,  the  current  expense 
account  seems  to  me  as  fair  a  gauge  of  the  hospital's 
work  as  the  list  of  recoveries  or  the  rate  of  mortality. 
Every  judicious  increase  of  the  annual  expenditure 
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means  so  much  more  of  comfort,  of  indulgence,  of  heal- 
ing appliances,  to  those  who  look  to  us  for  all  their 
comforts,  their  enjoyments,  their  hopes  of  health,  and 
our  work  is  not  merely  to  heal,  it  is  to  comfort,  to  sup- 
port, and  sometimes  to  smoothe  the  pathway  to  the 
grave. 

During  the  year  we  have  received  a  few  valuable 
donations. 

Mr.  Ethelbert  R.  Billings,  who  has  before  made  us 
generous  gifts,  has  recently  presented  to  the  Hospital 
a  large  and  very  excellent  painting,  "Judith  with  the 
head  of  Holofernes."  Mr.  S.  S.  Rider  has  given 
twenty  dollars  to  the  library.  The  Union  for  Christian 
Work,  through  its  Librarian,  Miss  J.  E.  Graves,  has 
given  a  very  interesting  collection  of  engravings,  en- 
titled "  Illustrations  of  the  Mississippi."  One  of  your 
number  has  given  a  handsome  and  valuable  piece  of 
embroidery  for  framing,  and  several  have  made  useful 
contributions  of  books  and  papers.  The  musical  enter- 
tainments, readings  and  recitations,  and  the  opportu- 
nity to  visit  the  Art  Exhibition,  deserve  a  prominent 
place  on  the  list  of  donations.  As  usual,  the  gener- 
osity of  some  of  your  board  enabled  us  to  celebrate 
Christmas  with  appropriate  festivities,  which  were 
shared  by  all  the  patients  without  exception. 

A  special  form  of  donation  alluded  to  in  the  last 
report  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time.  I 
refer  to  the  giving  of  money  to  be  expended  in  reduc- 
ing the  cost  of  board  for  some  needy  patient  below 
the  minimum  charge.  In  these  instances  the  amount 
contributed  has  usually  been  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  week,  a  trifle,  surely,  but  when  deducted  from  the 
small  price  charged  to  such  patients  it  has  seemed 
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proportionately  large  and  has  lightened  a  load  which 
would  otherwise  have  proved  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 
In  several  instances  a  needy  and  deserving  patient 
has  by  this  form  of  donation  been  enabled  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  treatment,  who,  without  such  aid,  must 
have  been  deprived  of  this  advantage. 

I  have  wished  that  the  claims  of  this  class  of 
patients,  and  the  peculiar  advantage  of  this  method 
of  giving,  might  be  brought  more  prominently  to  the 
notice  of  persons  of  ample  means  and  generous 
impulses.  There  have  always  been  some,  and  in  the 
present  days  of  reduced  incomes  there  are  many  who 
require  the  care  of  the  Hospital  but  are  unable  to  pay 
the  cost,  or  even  the  rate  fixed  by  the  Trustees  as  the 
minimum,  which  is  about  one-half  the  actual  average 
cost.  The  struggles  and  self-denial  of  friends  in  the 
effort  to  keep  a  patient  in  the  Hospital  are  often 
extreme,  and  have  awakened  my  astonishment  as 
well  as  my  sympathy  ;  occasionally  all  effort  has 
proved  unavailing,  and  the  friends  have  announced 
their  inability  longer  to  maintain  the  patient.  In  a 
few  such  instances  I  have  been  able  to  say  that  a 
charitable  person  had  authorized  me  to  pay,  towards 
the  board  of  a  patient  in  such  circumstances,  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  a  week,  in  order  that  he  might  continue 
to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  treatment.  In  these 
instances  the  sum  named  has  been  sufficient  to  secure 
to  the  patient  all  the  benefits  of  Hospital  treatment, 
because  it  has  made  available  his  own  narrow  means 
or  the  self-denying  efforts  of  his  friends.  Fifty-two 
dollars  to  secure  a  year's  care  and  treatment  in  the 
Hospital !  Where  is  charity  more  productive  ?  Besides 
those  now  retained  here  by  this  method  of  giving, 
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there  are  at  this  moment  two  others,  persons  formerly 
enjoying  a  competence,  who  will  undoubtedly  be 
removed  from  the  Hospital  and  become  a  public 
charge  unless  similar  provision  can  be  made  for 
them,  and  I  am  sure  that  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  are  kept  from  the  Hospital  altogether  who 
might  be  admitted  if  equal  assistance  were  afforded 
them.  I  am  reminded  that  a  dollar  a  week  is  about 
the  interest  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  I  believe  that 
amount  might  be  invested  and  its  income  so  used  as 
to  be  perpetually  effective  in  bringing  Hospital  treat- 
ment within  reach  of  one  who  would  otherwise  be 
unable  to  enjoy  it. 

The  kind  and  skillful  attentions  of  Drs.  Ely  and 
Clapp,  the  Board  of  Consultation,  have  given  much 
comfort  and  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  patients,  and 
have  laid  me  under  many  personal  obligations. 

To  say  that  the  same  Assistant  Physician,  Matron, 
and  Supervisors  remain  in  their  respective  offices, 
is  to  assure  you  that  the  duties  of  those  offices  have 
been  performed  with  rare  fidelity  and  efficiency,  and 
in  a  manner  to  merit  the  gratitude  of  all  interested, 
whether  as  patients,  employes,  officers,  or  friends  and 
patrons  of  the  Hospital. 

The  weekly  official  visits  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
frequent  occasional  visits  to  the  Hospital  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  various  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees have  been  invaluable  to  the  Superintendent  for 
the  moral  support  they  have  given,  and  for  the  ready 
assistance  he  has  received  in  the  solution  of  the  diffi- 
cult problems  which  so  constantly  arise  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Hospital. 

The  retrospect  of  the  year  is,  as  always,  full  of 
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important  lessons.  Among  other  considerations,  I 
have  been  particularly  impressed  by  the  great  fre- 
quency of  acts  of  violence,  committed  by  the  insane, 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  such  tragedies  have  al- 
ways been  far  too  common,  but  it  seems  as  if  the  past 
year  had  been  specially  marked  by  their  frequency 
and  their  terrible  nature.  Scarcely  a  newspaper 
comes  to  us  but  chronicles  a  suicide,  a  homicide,  or 
even  the  destruction  of  a  whole  family,  in  a  moment 
of  frenzy  or  under  some  controlling  delusion,  and  how 
often  it  is  added,  that  the  principal  actor  was  "known 
to  be  insane  but  thought  to  be  harmless  ? "  Few  per- 
sons realize  how  great  is  the  aggregate  of  such  occur- 
rences. Certainly  the  public  ought  to  be  awakened 
to  the  danger  from  this  source.  The  necessity  of  con- 
stant care  and  some  form  of  real  restraint  over  every 
person  whose  reason  is  dethroned  ought  to  be  im- 
pressed on  all.  Such  restraint  need  not  be  in  a  Hos- 
pital, need  not  be  galling,  but  it  should  be  real  and 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  indulgence  of  insane  impulses 
dangerous  to  life  or  property. 

As  I  have  been  called  to  examine  insane  persons  at 
their  homes,  I  have  constantly  found,  on  the  part  of 
friends,  a  marked  want  of  appreciation  of  danger,  even 
when  homicidal  tendencies  were  manifested,  and  I  have 
often  been  surprised  and  alarmed  at  the  removal  from 
the  Hospital  and  the  setting  at  libert}r  of  dangerous 
lunatics,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the 
physician. 

Fortunately,  our  responsibility  in  the  latter  class  of 
cases  is  clearly  defined,  the  statutes  allowing  those 
who  place  a  patient  in  the  Hospital  to  remove  him  at 
any  time,  without  regard  to  the  approval,  or  even  the 
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consent,  of  the  physician  ;  our  moral  obligations  are 
not  quite  so  clear,  and  when  friends  have  insisted  upon 
removing  a  patient  whom  I  knew  to  be  dangerous  to 
himself  or  others,  though  I  have  yielded  to  the  neces- 
sity of  discharging  him,  I  have  always  warned  the  par- 
ties of  the  danger  and  urged  upon  their  consideration 
the  great  responsibility  they  were  assuming.  In  a  few 
instances  the  danger  has  been  so  extreme  and  the 
means  to  meet  it  so  inadequate,  that  I  have  ventured 
to  refuse  to  discharge  the  patient  from  custody  till  I 
could  notify  the  public  authorities  of  the  intention  of 
the  friends. 

In  instances  where  so  bold  an  interference  would 
not  have  been  tolerated,  I  have  sometimes  asked  and 
obtained  a  consultation  of  physicians,  hoping  thus  to 
secure  the  good  of  the  patient,  the  safety  of  the  public, 
and  the  credit  of  the  Hospital.  In  spite  of  these  pos- 
sible precautions  on  the  part  of  the  Hospital,  it  re- 
mains true  that  the  most  dangerous  lunatic  may  be 
removed  from  the  Hospital  and  set  at  liberty,  by  the 
mistake  or  the  whim  of  a  single  person,  if  he  have 
been  placed  in  the  Hospital  by  his  friends,  without 
the  order  of  a  court. 

That  this  involves  a  real  and  not  merely  a  fancied 
danger  is  proved  by  the  repeated  instances  of  violence, 
of  homicide  and  of  suicide,  committed  by  persons  who 
had  been  removed  from  Hospitals  and  set  at  liberty, 
in  opposition  to  the  advice  and  remonstrances  of  the 
physicians. 

This  subject  comes  more  prominently  to  mind  at  this 
time,  because,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  a  homicide 
was  committed  in  New  York,  on  one  of  the  last  days 
of  the  year,  by  an  insane  man  who  had  been  removed 
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from  this  Hospital  about  three  months  previous.  This 
patient,  when  in  the  Hospital,  was  the  subject  of  de- 
lusions which  controlled  all  his  conduct.  He  believed 
that  he  was  followed  everywhere  by  persons  who  in- 
tended to  take  his  life,  that  he  bad  been  placed  in  the 
Hospital  by  their  influence  in  order  that  he  might  be 
more  completely  in  their  power,  and  his  death  be  made 
more  certain.  With  a  madman's  reasoning  he  resolved 
to  become  a  martyr  and  to  die  at  once,  in  order  that 
the  awful  deeds  of  his  relatives  and  their  associates 
might  be  brought  to  light  and  a  repetition  of  such  acts 
made  forever  impossible.  As  he  was  too  closely 
watched  to  allow  of  suicide,  he  strove  in  every  way  to 
undermine  and  destroy  his  bodily  health,  taking  no 
food  except  as  forcibly  administered,  and  showing  much 
ingenuity  in  his  attempts  to  cause  some  fatal  bodily  ill- 
ness. As  he  was  rapidly  failing  in  strength,  I  informed 
liis  friends  of  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  symptoms, 
and  the  probability  of  a  fatal  termination.  They  nat- 
urally desired  a  change  of  treatment,  and  an  eminent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Boston,  who  had  formerly 
been  the  medical  adviser  of  the  family,  and  was  still  a 
warm  personal  friend,  was  called  in  consultation. 
After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  aspects  of  the 
case,  he  informed  the  friends  of  the  patient  that  a  Hos- 
pital for  the  insane  was  the  only  proper  place  for  him, 
that  to  set  him  at  liberty  would  be  full  of  danger  to 
himself  and  the  public,  and  wholly  unjustifiable.  In 
this  opinion  I  fully  concurred.  The  friends  deliber- 
ated for  several  hours,  and  finally  decided  to  remove 
the  patient  from  the  Hospital. 

Another  combination  of  circumstances,  though  not 
essentially  dangerous,  has  been  sufficiently,  annoying 
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to  make  it  worthy  of  mention  here.  I  refer  to  those 
instances  in  which  the  members  of  the  family  of  an  in- 
sane person  are  divided  in  opinion  regarding  the  pro- 
priety or  necessity  of  placing  him  under  restraint  in  a 
Hospital.  When  this  question  arises  before  the  ad- 
mission of  the  patient,  difficulty  may  be  avoided  by 
declining  to  receive  him  until  all  who  are  entitled  to  a 
voice  in  the  matter  unite  in  the  request  for  his  admis- 
sion, or  until  a  guardian  be  appointed  ;  but  it  occa- 
sionally happens  that  friends  of  a  patient  who  has 
already  been  admitted  to  the  Hospital,  desiring  to  try 
some  other  plan  of  treatment,  or  to  care  for  the  patient 
themselves,  come  forward  and  request  his  discharge ; 
they  perhaps  being  equally  near  relatives  with  those 
who  placed  him  in  the  Hospital. 

By  provision  of  law,  the  Superintendent  may  in 
such  a  case  discharge  the  patient,  if  he  have,  in  writing, 
the  approval  of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  In  our  experience  such  cases  have  usually 
been  settled  by  appeals  to  the  judgment  of  the  persons 
interested  and  representations  of  the  real  condition  and 
requirements  of  the  patient,  but  in  neighboring  States 
they  have  occasionally  led  to  prolonged  litigation  and 
great  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  unfortunate  insane 
person. 

In  reviewing  the  incidents  of  the  past  year,  we  re- 
call many  difficulties  and  trials,  much  of  disappoint- 
ment and  something  of  misapprehension  on  the  part 
of  friends  and  of  unjust  criticism,  but  we  would  grate- 
fully acknowledge  that  there  are  compensations  more 
than  adequate,  that  the  rewards  of  faithful  labor  in  so 
worthy  a  field  are  not  few  nor  doubtful  ;  and  espe- 
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cially  would  we  devoutly  recognize  the  goodness  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  not  only  in  our  general  for- 
tunes, but  in  numberless  special  deliverances  and 
mercies. 

JOHN  W.  SAWYER. 

Butler  Hospital, 
Jan.  15,  1879. 
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FARM  ACCOUNT. 


The  farm  is  credited  with  — 


Produce  used  in  the  house, 

$4,000 

00 

Milk,  64,831  quarts  at  64c,  - 

4,214 

02 

Beef,  3,026  lbs.  at  8c,  - 

-  242 

08 

Pork,  \  of  8,882  lbs.  —  4,441  lbs.  at  6. 

c,  266 

46 

Neat  cattle  sold,  - 

-  183 

on 

Pigs  sold,  ----- 

106 

00 

Produce  sold,  - 

-  179 

00 

Board  of  four  horses,  - 

800 

00 

Work  of  teams  on  improvements, 

-  126 

00 

Teaming  groceries,  - 

200 

00 

$10,316  56 


It  is  debited  with  — 

Wages  and  board  of  men,        -  $4,015  00 

Feed,  meal,  etc.,  -       -  1,161  24 

Tools  and  seeds,      -  241  12 

Neat  cattle  bought,      -       -  557  41 

Shoeing  and  blacksmithing,  -     177  91 

Fertilizers,   -----  120  78 

Pasture,  -  60  00 

Harness  and  wagons,    -       -  245  00 

Trees,     ------       32  00 

  $6,610  46 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  farm,      -  $3,706  10 

3 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


STEWARD'S  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1878. 

 «  


RECEIPTS. 
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rwjceivcQ  ii om  iieasuiei  iiom  income 

of  Permanent  Fund,  - 

O  A  a.  K 
Z,40D 

Ol 

EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions,  - 

$20,126 

08 

Salaries,  ----- 

4,102 

20 

Wages,  ------ 

22,116 

94 

Repairs  and  improvements, 

5,664 

94 

Furniture,  - 

3,780 

55 

Farm,  ------ 

2,011 

98 

Fuel,  

1,133 

96 

Lights,  ------ 

1,069 

03 

Contingencies,  - 

3,057 

89 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  - 

783 

08 

Insurance,         -       -       -       -  - 

346 

25 

Water,  ------ 

701 

50 

$64,894  40 
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FUNDS 

BELONGING  TO  THE  BUTLER  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE 

INSANE. 

DECEMBER  31,  1878. 


PERMANENT  FUND. 

3  Notes  secured  by  mortgage  on  City  property, 
7  Bonds  State  of  Missouri,  - 


DUNCAN  IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

6  Shares  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Co.,  - 

Deposit  on  participation  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co.,  - 
2  Bonds  State  of  Missouri,  - 


DONATION  FUND. 

10  Shares  Manufacturers  National  Bank, 

Part  of  five  New  York  Central  Railroad  Bonds, 
1  Note  secured  by  mortgage  on  City  property, 

Deposit  on  participation  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co..  - 
7  Shares  Bank  of  America,  - 
5  Shares  Weybosset  National  Bank. 
28  Shares  Providence  Gas  Co.,  - 

Cash,  being  a  portion  of  Fanny  Mason's  bequest, 


LIBRARY  FUND. 

1  Bond,  United  States  6  per  cent,  of  1881, 
Part  of  two  New  York  Central  Railroad  Bonds. 


-     $43,000  00 
7,000  00 


$50,000  00 


$6,000  00 
9,000  00 
2,000  00 


$17,000  00 


$1,000  00 
3,400  00 
2,500  00 
5,500  00 
350  00 
250  00 
1,400  00 
452  86 


$14,852  86 


$500  00 
1,100  00 


$1,600  00 


40 

RECAPITULATION. 

Permanent  Fund, 
Duncan  Improvement  Fund, 
Donation  Fund, 
Library  Fund, 

$83,452  86 


$50,000  00 
17,000  00 
14,852  86 
1,600  00 


MOSES  B.  I.  GODDARD,  Treasurer. 

E.  E. 

Pbovidence,  January  14, 1879. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 

T.  P.  I.  GODDARD,  > 

„  ,  „,TTT,,.  ^  ^^^^  .  >  Audit  Committee. 

SAMUEL  R.  DORRANCE,  j 


11 

ADMISSION  OF 


PATIENTS. 


The  following  papers,  which  will  explain  themselves,  are  necessary  for 
the  admission  of  a  patient :  — 

CEETIFICATE  AND  APPLICATION. 
We  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  •  of  is  insane. 

Physicians. 

I  request  that  the  above  named  insane  person  may  be  admitted  as  a 
patient  into  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

This  should  be  signed  by  the  guardian  or  nearest  relative  or  friend 
of  the  applicant,  stating  the  relationship  after  the  signature. 


OBLIGATION. 

In  consideration  of  being  admitted  a  patient  into  the 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  our  request,  we,  the  undersigned, 
jointly  and  severally,  promise  the  Hospital  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer 
thereof,  at  said  Hospital,  quarterly,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  with  interest  after  said  days  respectively,  the  rate  of 
board  determined  by  the  Trustees  of  said  Hospital ;  to  provide  or  pay 
for  all  requisite  clothing,  and  other  things  necessary  or  proper  for  the 
health  or  comfort  of  said  patient;  to  remove  said  patient  when  dis- 
charged for  any  cause ;  to  reimburse  funeral  expenses  in  case  of  death  ; 
and  if  removed  uncured  against  the  advice  of  the  Superintendent,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months,  to  pay  board  for  thirteen 
weeks,  and  also  to  indemnify  said  Hospital  for  all  expenses  of  suit  which 
they  may  incur  in  collecting  said  bills  of  board,  supplies  and  funeral 
charges  —  the  same  to  be  included  in  the  damages  to  be  recovered  in 
such  suit. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  day  of  18 


ORDER  OF  ADMISSION. 
To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane: 

Receive  the  above  named  patient,  if  brought  within  two  weeks  from 
date,  at  dollars  cents  per  week. 

Visiting  Committee. 
J®0  The  obligation  is  to  be  signed  by  two  responsible  persons;  if  from 
a  distance  and  unknown,  a  certificate  from  the  Selectmen,  or  Town 
Council,  or  other  satisfactory  evidence  of  sufficient  ability,  must  accom- 
pany the  bond. 

*** Blank  papers,  as  above,  may  be  obtained  of  the  Superintendent  or 
Secretary. 
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Inquiry  is  frequently  made  by  librarians  and  individuals 
interested  in  the  subject  of  insanity,  for  files  of  the  reports  of 
this  Hospital.  Our  supply  of  the  reports  of  the  earlier  years  is 
exhausted,  and  of  the  years  1866  to  1874  nearly  so.  Persons 
having  copies  of  those  reports  which  they  do  not  care  to  retain, 
will  confer  a  favor  by  forwarding  them  to  the  Hospital,  or 
informing  the  Superintendent  where  they  may  be  obtained. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION- 

1897. 


WILLIAM  GODDARD, 

PRESIDENT. 

WILLIAM  BUTLER  DUNCAN, 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 
TRUSTEES  : 

JABEZ  C.  KNIGHT,  JOHN  NICHOLAS  BROWN, 

ROYAL  C.  TAFT,  STEPHEN  O.  METCALF, 

ROWLAND  HAZARD,  RATHBONE  GARDNER, 

STEPHEN  BROWNELL,  CHARLES  H.  MERRIMAN, 

DANIEL  DAY,  ISAAC  C.  BATES. 

MOSES  B.  I.  GODDARD, 

TREASURER. 

CHARLES  MORRIS  SMITH, 

SECRETARY. 

SAMUEL  R.  DORRANCE,  GEORGE  M.  SMITH, 

COMMITTEE    TO    AUDIT   TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

J.  W.  C.  ELY,  M.  D.,  GEORGE  W.  CARR,  M.  D., 

BOARD    OF  CONSULTATION. 

N.  DARRELL  HARVEY,  M.  D., 

CONSULTING  OPHTHALMOLOGIST. 

WILLIAM  A.  GORTON,  M.  D., 

PHYSICIAN   AND  SUPERINTENDENT. 

HENRY  C.  HALL,  M.  D., 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  PHYSICIAN. 

HAROLD  JAMES  MORGAN,  M.  D., 

SECOND    ASSISTANT  PHYSICIAN. 

ARTHUR  S.  ANDERSON, 

STEWARD. 

MISS  MARY  A.  DRIVER, 

HOUSEKEEPER. 


VISITING  COMMITTEES. 


1897-98. 


February, 

Messrs.  M.  B.  I.  GODDARD  and  TAFT. 

March. 

TAFT  and  BROWN. 

April, 

BROWN  and  Day. 

May, 

DAY  and  SMITH. 

June, 

SMITH  and  BATES. 

July, 

BATES  and  HAZARD. 

August, 

HAZARD  and  KNIGHT. 

September, 

KNIGHT  and  GARDNER. 

October, 

GARDNER  and  METCALF. 

November, 

METCALF  and  MERRIMAN. 

December, 

MERRIMAN  and  BROWNELL. 

January, 

BROWNELL  and  M.  B.  I.  GODDARD. 

Application  for  admission  of  patients  may  be  made  to  Dr.  Gorton, 
who  will  furnish  the  papers  and  all  requsite  information. 

Dr.  Gorton  will  endeavor  to  be  at  the  Hospital  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  and  the  friends  of  patients  are  respectfully  requested  to  con- 
fine their  visits,  as  far  as  possible,  to  those  days. 

Visits  should,  if  possible,  be  made  between  the  hours  of  10  A.  m.  and 
4  p.  M. 

All  who  desire  to  make  personal  inquiries  of  the  medical  officers  should 
invariably  do  so  between  the  hours  named. 

Sunday  visiting  is  not  allowed  and  no  one  will  be  admitted  on  that  day 
except  by  special  appointment  in  each  instance. 

Letters  and  small  parcels,  for  the  officers  and  patients,  may  be  left  at 
Calef  Brothers,  No.  79  North  Main  Street,  corner  of  Thomas  Street. 

The  telephone  number  of  the  Hospital  is  192.  Inquiries  concerning 
patients  should  be  made  between  11  a.  m.  and  1  p.  m.  Such  inquiries 
should  be  brief  and  should  relate  to  the  condition  of  the  patient  only. 

Miscellaneous  communications,  such  as  inquiries  about  clothing,  and 
other  matters,  should  always  be  by  letter. 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane in  making  this  their  fifty-third  annual  report, 
congratulate  the  Corporation  on  the  continued  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  Institution.  The  weekly 
inspections  have  been  faithfully  made,  and  the  wards 
and  the  various  departments  of  the  Hospital  have 
always  been  found  in  excellent  order.  The  report  of 
the  Superintendent  to  the  Trustees,  which  is  sub- 
mitted herewith,  shows  in  detail  the  work  of  the 
Hospital  the  past  year. 

The  receipts  for  the  care  of  patients,  large  as  they 
were,  were  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  current  expenses, 
and,  as  heretofore,  recourse  was  had  to  the  income  of 
the  beneficiary  and  other  funds  to  make  good  the 
deficiency.  The  income  from  these  funds  was  more 
than  enough  to  do  this,  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  ask  the  subscribers  to  the  Guaranty  Fund  to  make 
any  payment  at  this  time.  The  thanks  of  the  Cor- 
poration are  due  to  all  the  generous  friends  of  the 
Hospital  who  subscribed  to  that  fund  for  their  will- 
ingness to  assist  in  the  charitable  work  of  the 
Institution,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  all  consent  to 
continue  their  subscriptions  for  another  year. 
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The  Trustees  do  not  deem  it  wise  to  curtail  any  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Hospital.  Every  year  im- 
provements are  made  in  hospital  methods  and  in 
medical  treatment,  and  this  Hospital  maintains  its 
place  in  the  front  rank  of  similar  institutions  by 
always  adopting  promptly  all  such  as  are  proved 
reliable.  Increased  watchfulness  by  a  large  number 
of  trained  attendants  ensures  the  patients  larger 
liberty  and  less  irksome  restraint  than  would  other- 
wise be  possible  ;  the  new  kitchen  and  skilful  cooks 
provide  a  generous  diet  for  all  the  patients,  and 
special  diets  for  those  who  require  them  ;  the  horses 
and  carriages  in  the  new  stable,  the  gymnasium,  the 
bowling  alleys,  the  billiard-table,  and  the  well  arranged 
theatre  in  Ray  Hall,  provide  exercise  and  amusement 
for  all  who  can  enjoy  them.  All  these  improvements 
in  method  and  treatment  require  large  expenditures 
of  money,  and  year  by  year  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Institution  increase.  If  the  Hospital  was  carried  on 
for  the  purpose  of  earning  money  to  add  to  its  funds 
such  a  condition  of  its  affairs  as  has  existed  since  its 
foundation,  and  as  now  exists,  would  be  a  reproach 
to  its  managers ;  but  the  Trustees  are  faithful  to  the 
idea,  which  has  been  so  often  expressed  in  their  reports 
to  the  Corporation  —  that  this  Institution,  though 
making  a  charge  for  the  support  of  every  patient  in  its 
care,  is  in  reality  a  charitable  Institution  —  and  they 
are  not  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  the  patients  the 
past  year,  as  in  every  previous  year  of  the  Hospital's 
history,  have  not  repaid  to  the  Hospital  the  cost  of 
their  care  and  treatment. 

That  the  receipts  from  patients  have  come  nearer 
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doing  this  the  past  year  than  for  many  years,  is  largely 
because  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  patients  treated  in  the  Sawyer  Ward,  who  are 
amply  able  to  pay  the  charges  made  for  the  expensive 
treatment  they  receive.  For  some  time  after  the 
Sawyer  Ward  was  opened  it  was  a  burden  to  the 
Hospital.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  ward  was  fur- 
nished for.the  reception  of  patients.  The  cost  of  main- 
taining the  ward  with  the  few  patients  it  could 
accommodate  was  relatively  very  great,  and  the  Hospi- 
tal was  not  repaid  for  the  expense  of  carrying  it  on, 
notwithstanding  that  those  in  it  paid  comparatively 
large  rates  for  their  treatment.  But  since  the  ward 
has  been  fully  furnished  and  equipped  and  has  nearly 
a  full  complement  of  patients,  the  amount  received 
from  them  has  materially  increased,  and  is  greater 
than  the  amount  directly  expended  for  their  care  and 
treatment,  so  that  to-day  the  Sawyer  Ward  is  really 
assisting  the  Hospital  in  its  charitable  work  of  caring 
for  those  patients  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  the 
entire  cost  of  their  support. 

The  Trustees  and  the  Superintendent  in  the  last 
three  annual  reports,  have  urged  the  necessity  of 
building  a  new  ward  on  the  women's  side  of  the  Hos- 
pital, to  correspond  with  the  Sawyer  Ward  on  the 
men's  side.  It  was  hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  Hos- 
pital would  make  liberal  contributions  for  this  urgent 
want,  and  such  as  would  ensure  the  erection  of  the 
building.  The  Trustees  had  various  plans  prepared 
for  such  a  ward,  and  after  careful  study  and  many 
alterations,  finally  decided  to  adopt  a  plan  submitted 
by  Messrs.  Hoppin  &  Ely,  of  Providence,  but  as  no 
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response  was  made  to  the  appeals  that  had  been  made, 
no  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Trustees  until 
quite  recently. 

The  need  for  such  a  ward  has  now  become  impera- 
tive. The  women's  side  of  the  Hospital  is  over- 
crowded. It  cannot  receive  patients  whose  friends 
are  seeking  for  such  accommodations  as  the  Sawyer 
Ward  offers  to  male  patients.  On  many  occasions, 
indeed,  it  has  been  impossible  to  receive  any  new 
patients  for  lack  of  room  to  take  care  of  them.  If 
the  new  ward  was  built  it  would,  by  giving  room 
for  several  of  the  patients  who  have  nearly  recovered, 
and  by  affording  quarters  for  nurses  and  attendants 
who  are  now  obliged  to  live  in  the  ward  with  the 
patients,  make  room  in  the  present  wards  for  a  much 
larger  number  of  patients  than  merely  the  number  of 
those  who  could  be  cared  for  in  the  new  ward.  It 
would  be  sufficiently  removed  from  the  other  wards 
to  allow  its  inmates  to  be  free  from  the  noise  and 
confusion  and  the  disagreeable  scenes  that  are  insep- 
arable from  the  presence  of  disturbed  and  violent 
patients.  It  would  also  have  two  suites  of  apart- 
ments entirely  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  ward 
where  patients  temporarily  requiring  restraint  could 
be  cared  for  without  coming  in  contact  with  any 
other  patient.  It  would  provide  a  dormitory  in  the 
upper  story  and  a  dining-room  in  the  basement  for 
the  female  attendants,  and  would  thus  be  of  great 
assistance  in  carrying  on  the  administrative  work  of 
the  Hospital. 

The  Trustees  believe  that  the  result  of  opening 
this  new  ward  on  the  women's  side  of  the  Hospital 


9 


will  be  the  same  as  followed  the  opening  of  the  Saw- 
yer Ward,  and  that  after  a  very  short  time  the 
increased  receipts  that  will  come  from  the  patients 
in  such  a  ward,  will  materially  assist  in  carrying  on 
the  charitable  work  of  the  Hospital.  They  therefore 
at  a  special  meeting  recently  held  instructed  the 
Superintendent  to  have  specifications  drawn  up  for 
building  a  new  ward  on  the  basis  of  the  plan  that  has 
been  adopted,  and  propose  to  proceed  with  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  early  in  the  coming  spring. 
They  earnestly  request  all  friends  of  the  Hospital  to 
aid  them  in  carrying  on  this  work,  and  to  send  as 
large  contributions  as  they  can  for  that  purpose  to 
the  Superintendent,  Dr.  W.  A.  Gorton.  If  the  funds 
required  are  not  received  it  will  be  necessary  to  bor- 
row the  money  to  build  the  new  ward,  and  then  rely 
on  the  generosity  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Hospital  for  assistance  in  paying  off  the 
debt  that  will  be  incurred. 

During  the  year  death  has  removed  two  of  the 
Trustees.  Mr.  William  G.  Weld  died  April  n, 
1896.  By  his  will  he  left  a  legacy  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Hospital,  which  has  been  received  by 
the  Treasurer,  and,  as  requested  in  the  will,  added  to 
the  William  F.  Weld  Memorial  Fund.  The  follow- 
ing minute  was  entered  on  the  Trustees'  records  at 
the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  20,  1896:  "Mr. 
Weld  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  April 
30,  18S7.  He  was  assiduous  in  the  performance 
of  the  obligations  of  his  office,  and  he  ever  mani- 
fested a  large  sympathy  with  the  beneficent  purposes 
for  which  the  Hospital  was  founded,  and  an  enlight- 
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ened  understanding  of  all  the  changes,  both  of  method 
and  construction  which  are  necessary  to  maintain  the 
high  standard  of  the  Butler  Hospital  among  kindred 
institutions. 

To  his  fellow  workers  in  this  field  of  charity  and 
human  sympathy  Mr.  Weld  was  cordial  and  consider- 
ate, and  he  will  long  be  remembered  by  them  with 
respect  and  with  sorrowful  regret." 

Mr.  Rufus  Waterman  died  June  i,  1896.  The 
following  minute  was  entered  on  the  records  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Trustees: 

"Mr.  Rufus  Waterman,  for  more  than  thirty- five 
years  a  devoted  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Butler  Hospital,  died  on  June  1,  1896,  at  his 
residence  in  Providence,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age." 

Mr.  Waterman's  election  to  the  Board  took  place 
in  January,  1858,  and,  until  within  a  few  years,  when 
he  felt  the  disability  of  increasing  deafness,  his  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office  was  constant,  and  his 
services  were  productive  of  signal  advantage  to  the 
Hospital.  His  mind  was  both  conservative  and  con- 
structive. He  loved  to  stand  in  old  and  familiar 
paths,  but  he  also  loved  to  see  and  to  assist  the  devel- 
opment of  all  systems  of  thought  or  methods  of  life 
that  tend  to  the  advancement  of  society  and  the  pro- 
motion of  human  happiness.  Schemes  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Hospital,  and  for  the  more  scien- 
tific treatment  of  its  patients,  always  found  an  advo- 
cate in  him,  and  he  never  lowered  the  high  standard 
of  excellence  which  he  had  set  alike  for  the  Hospital 
itself  and  for  its  medical  director,  in  whose  scientific 
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attainments,  administrative  capacity  and  sympathy 
with  suffering  humanity  lies  the  secret  of  the  success 
of  a  hospital  for  the  insane. 

Mr.  Waterman  was  the  author  of  four  of  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Corporation 
and  his  services  upon  many  important  committees 
were  contributions  of  value  to  the  Hospital.  His 
cordial  and  unaffected  manner,  his  delightful  humor, 
and  the  warmth  of  his  loyal  heart  will  long  and 
gratefully  be  remembered  by  those  who  felt  the 
charm  of  his  attractive  nature,  and  who,  to-day,  sorrow 
that  all  this  has  passed  out  of  their  lives." 

Messrs.  Charles  A.  Merriman  and  Isaac  C.  Bates, 
were  elected  Trustees  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by 
the  deaths  of  Messrs.  Weld  and  Waterman. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

Charles  Morris  Smith,  Committee. 


Providence,  Jan.  27,  1S97. 


Report  of  the  Physician  and  Superintendent. 


To  the  Trtistces  of  the  Butler  Hospital for  the  Insane  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  report  to  you  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1896. 

There  were  in  the  Hospital  January  1st,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  patients,  ninety-six  women  and 
eighty-eight  men.  There  have  been  admitted  dur- 
ing the  year,  twenty-five  women  and  thirty-four  men. 
The  whole  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during 
the  year  was,  therefore,  two  hundred  and  forty-three. 

The  maximum  number  under  treatment  at  any  one 
time  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-four;  the  minimum 
number  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the 
average  number  for  the  year  was  nearly  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  or  two  less  than  for  the  year  1895. 

Sixty-two  patients  have  been  discharged,  thirty 
women  and  thirty-two  men,  leaving  in  the  Hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
patients;  ninety-one  women  and  ninety  men. 

Of  those  admitted,  nineteen  were  alleged  to  have 
been  insane  less  than  three  months;  sixteen  less  than 
one  year ;  eight  less  than  two  years ;  and  sixteen 
for  more  than  two  years  previous  to  their  last  admis- 
sion to  this  Hospital. 

Fourteen  were  natives  of  Providence  ;  fifteen  of 
other  parts  of  Rhode  Island  ;  eleven  of  other  New 
England  States ;  one  of  a  State  outside  of  New 
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England ;  and  eighteen  were  of  foreign  birth. 
Twenty-four  were  residents  of  Providence;  twenty-six 
of  other  parts  of  Rhode  Island  ;  seven  of  other  New 
England  States;  and  two  of  States  outside  of  New 
England.  Twenty-six  were  married ;  twenty-five 
were  single,  and  eight  were  widowed.  Fifty-one 
were  not  known  to  have  had  previous  attacks  ;  two 
had  each  suffered  from  one  previous  attack;  and  six 
had  each  had  several  attacks  prior  to  their  last  ad- 
mission. Three  had  previously  been  in  this  Hospital 
for  treatment,  and  been  discharged  as  improved. 

The  table  of  the  annual  statistics  of  the  institution 
from  its  opening  is  as  follows  : 
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ADMISSIONS   AND  DISCHARGES. 

From  the  figures  already  given  it  will  be  seen  that 
with  a  much  smaller  number  of  admissions  than  for 
many  years,  the  average  population  for  the  year  fell 
but  little  below  that  of  the  last  three  years,  showing 
that,  although  not  extending  its  work  widely,  the 
facilities  of  the  Institution  have  been  for  the  greater 
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portion  of  the  time  taxed  to  their  limit  in  caring  for 
the  patients  daily  beneath  its  roof.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  many  times  written 
in  the  annual  reports  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  the 
Trustees  are  concerned,  but  as  an  explanation  of  our 
statistical  results,  to  others  who  read  the  reports  it 
seems  proper  to  say  that  a  comparatively  large  death 
rate  and  a  correspondingly  small  recovery  rate  must 
be  anticipated  with  a  large  average  population,  and 
but  few  yearly  additions  to  it  of  new  members.  The 
number  discharged,  recovered,  is  not  large  it  is  true, 
but,  representing  as  it  does  nearly  thirty  per  cent,  of 
the  number  admitted,  it  is  not,  in  the  light  of  the 
statistics  of  recovery  in  other  hospitals  to  be  regarded 
as  unsatisfactory.  It  may  be  proper  in  speaking  of 
the  admissions  to  say,  that  almost  without  exception, 
persons  applying  for  treatment  on  account  of  nar- 
cotic indulgence  have  been  advised  to  go  elsewhere, 
though  a  few  cases  have  been  received  whose  mental 
condition,  by  reason  of  such  indulgence,  had  become 
so  far  impaired  that  a  medical  certificate  could  be 
properly  given  ;  and  upon  which  they  could  be  legally 
committed  to  the  Hospital  and  held  until  mentally 
restored.  The  question  of  how  to  deal  with  persons 
who,  while  showing  no  such  gross  mental  disease,  as 
would  enable  the  conscientious  physican  to  pronounce 
them  insane,  or  would  cause  them  to  be  so  regarded 
by  the  intelligent  juror,  but  who  have  so  far  lost 
the  finer  instincts  and  feelings  as  to  render  them 
insensible  to  their  own  highest  welfare,  and  to  the 
interests  and  rights  of  their  families  and  friends,  and 
who  have  to  such  an  extent  lost  their  self-control  as 
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to  be  practically  impotent  in  so  far  as  abstinence 
from  intoxicants  is  concerned,  has  been  long  dis- 
cussed by  philanthropists  and  sociologists,  by  courts 
and  by  legislatures,  without  coming  to  any  definitely 
practical  solution  of  the  matter. 

The  experience  of  Massachusetts  with  the  statute 
giving  the  courts  the  power  to  commit  inebriates  to 
the  various  hospitals  for  the  insane  was  not  wholly 
satisfactory,  and  as  a  result  these  cases  were  provided 
for  through  the  creation  of  a  special  hospital  for 
their  treatment  and  detention.  Notwithstanding  the 
history  of  the  failure  of  a  similar  institution  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  managers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Hospital  for  Inebriates  and  Dipsomaniacs, 
undertook  its  organization  in  a  hopeful  spirit,  and  in 
spite  of  some  discouraging  early  experiences  seem 
likely  to  ultimately  make  it  successful  in  dealing 
with  a  class  of  persons  hitherto  constituting  an 
almost  hopeless  problem  in  the  community.  With- 
out recommending  any  such  institution  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  our  experience  has  been  such  that 
it  does  not  seem  improper  to  briefly  call  attention  to 
the  situation  here.  Under  our  statutes  an  inebriate, 
after  he  has  so  far  deteriorated  that  he  can  be  put 
under  guardianship  as  a  person  likely  to  waste  his 
means  and  bring  himself  to  want,  may  be  placed  in 
a  Hospital  for  treatment  by  his  guardian  for  a  period 
not  to  exceed  six  months.  The  other  method  of 
seclusion  is  by  a  voluntary  commitment  to  some 
Hospital  or  Retreat  for  a  definite  period.  The  latter 
method  is  the  one  almost  always  made  use  of,  and  is, 
on  the  whole  very  unsatisfactory,  as,  so  soon  as  the 
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patient  has  gotten  over  the  immediate  effects  of 
alcohol  or  other  narcotic  that  may  have  been  taken, 
and  has  regained  a  fair  degree  of  physical  strength 
he  begins  an  incessant  clamor  for  release,  which  is 
continued  until  the  friends,  wearied  with  much  im- 
portunity, yield  and  remove  him  to  his  home,  gen- 
erally before  any  great  benefit  has  been  attained  by 
the  temporary  abstinence  he  has  undergone.  Would 
it  not  be  better,  if  one  of  the  courts  in  Rhode 
Island,  should  be  empowered  by  statute  to  commit 
such  cases  to  the  State  Asylum,  or  to  this  Hospital, 
upon  the  sworn  certificate  of  a  physican  as  to  the 
fact  of  intemperance,  the  admissions  of  the  patient 
thereto,  and  his  consent  to  such  commitment  for  a 
time  of  not  less  than  six  months.  This  might  enable 
the  friends  of  such  a  case  to  act  in  his  behalf  without 
going  to  the  necessarily  difficult  and  disagreeable 
extremity  of  securing  the  appointment  of  a  guardian, 
or  obliging  them  to  wait  for  such  a  development  of 
the  habit  of  intemperance  as  would  put  the  case  be- 
yond the  limits  of  hopeful  treatment,  as  is  now 
practically  the  situation.  This  is  written  from  no 
personal  desire  to  receive  such  cases  here,  as  their 
care  is  the  most  thankless  of  all  tasks,  and  they 
constitute,  generally,  an  undesirable  element  in  the 
household,  but  from  the  wish  to  aid  the  friends  of 
such  unfortunates  in  their  efforts  to  do  something 
to  rescue  them  from  the  danger  of  their  ways. 

It  is  believed,  also,  that  if  some  due  legal  pro- 
cess of  commitment  could  be  devised  it  might 
render  those  committed  less  unreasonable  durino- 
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their  stay  in  the  Hospital,  both  as  regards  the  im- 
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portunity  visited  upon  the  friends,  and  the  impre- 
cations visited  upon  the  authorities  of  the  Hospital. 
As  to  the  curability  of  such  cases  one  would  rather 
not  speak.  The  experience  of  the  officers  of  the 
Massachusetts  Hospital  has  been  somewhat  more 
encouraging  during  the  past  two  years  than  formerly, 
and  my  own  experience  would  warrant  me  in  saying 
that  one-half  the  cases  coming  here  have  been 
decidedly  benefited,  the  remaining  portion  some- 
what so,  and  the  friends  very  greatly  relieved  during 
the  period  of  treatment. 

The  unusual  experience  of  receiving  thirty-three 
per  cent,  more  male  than  female  patients  may  deserve 
notice,  though  it  possesses  no  special  bearing  of 
importance. 

Of  those  discharged  as  improved*  twelve  returned 
to  their  homes,  and  three  went  to  other  hospitals; 
of  the  sixteen  discharged  as  not  improved,  five  were 
taken  home  by  relatives,  and  eleven  went  to  other 
hospitals  or  asylums. 

The  provision  for  voluntary  commitments  has 
been  made  use  of  in  four  instances,  and  seems  likely 
to  become  increasingly  useful,  as  its  real  nature  be- 
comes more  generally  apprehended. 

MORTALITY  AND  HYGIENE. 

Five  cases  (three  women  and  two  men)  died  of 
senile  marasmus;  four  (two  men  and  two  women)  of 
general  paralysis ;  one  (a  man)  of  cardiac  aneurism  ; 
one  (a  man)  of  diabetes  mellitus ;  one  (a  man)  of 
acute  tuberculosis ;  one  (a  woman)  of  asphyxia ;  one 
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(a  man)  of  typho-mania;  one  (a  man)  from  chronic 
Bright's  disease. 

The  causes  of  death  show  that  thirteen  of  the 
fifteen  were  due  to  chronic  organic  disease,  and  one 
each  to  acute  organic  conditions  and  accidental  com- 
plications. All,  with  the  exception  of  the  case  of 
acute  tuberculosis,  and  that  of  typho-mania,  were 
suffering  from  incurable  mental  disorders. 

No  epidemic  diseases  developed  during  the  year. 

REPAIRS   AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Steel  ceilings  have  been  put  in  the  upper  south 
wards  of  each  side,  the  old  plastered  ceilings  having 
become  loosened  to  a  dangerous  extent.  The  upper 
south  male  ward  has  been  repainted,  and  such  general 
repairs  to  the  roofs,  floors.,  etc.,  of  all  the  buildings 
as  have  been  found  necessary  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  made.  New  water  closets  have  been  placed  in 
the  south  building  of  the  women's  wing,  and  a  new 
bath  tub  and  water  closet  in  the  Duncan  infirmary, 
and  in  one  of  the  suites  in  the  Sawyer  ward.  A 
new  steam  coil  has  been  placed  in  the  south  men's 
wing,  and  new  gas  connections  made  with  Ray  Hall. 
Roof  ventilators  have  been  placed  upon  the  Ray 
Hall  and  in  the  west  wards. 

The  principal  structural  improvement  consists  in 
an  addition  to  the  west  building  of  the  men's  wing, 
consisting  of  an  alcove  at  the  south  end  of  each  of 
the  wards  twenty-two  feet  by  ten  feet,  containing  a 
fireplace  and  a  large  triple  window.  This  alcove  has 
greatly  improved  the  appearance  of  the  west  wards, 
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and  the  fireplaces,  besides  affording  an  air  of  cheer- 
fulness and  comfort,  supply  a  great  amount  of 
heat,  and  at  the  same  time  efficiently  remedy  the 
formerly  defective  ventilation  of  this  building.  The 
Jackson  grates  in  use  here  have  proved  very  satisfac- 
tory, both  for  heating  and  ventilating  purposes. 
This  addition  to  the  Hospital  has  been  very  appro- 
priately named  by  the  Trustees  the  "  Perry  Alcove,"  in 
recognition  of  the  thirty-five  years  of  valuable  service 
performed  by  the  Supervisor,  Jerome  J.  Perry.  In 
adding  my  cordial  approval  of  this  action  of  the 
Trustees,  I  would  express  the  hope  that  Mr.  Perry 
may  long  be  permitted  to  serve  the  Hospital  as 
faithfully  as  in  the  past.  By  authority  granted  by 
the  Trustees  one  year  ago,  I  have  caused  several 
provisional  studies  for  an  addition  to  the  women's 
wing  to  be  made.  These  plans,  while  not  wholly 
satisfactory,  have  reached  a  point  where  it  would 
seem  that  but  little  alteration  will  provide  for 
nearly  all  that  we  desire.  The  report  of  the 
Trustees  calls  attention  to  this  matter  so  fully 
that  I  need  make  no  further  mention  of  it  here. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

It  is  with  grateful  pleasure  that  I  report  to  the 
Trustees  the  improvement  to  the  pond  made  by  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of 
the  City  of  Providence.  When  the  roadways  of  the 
Blackstone  Boulevard  were  completed,  the  drainage 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  them  was  turned  into  the 
water  course  by  which  the  pond  had  been  supplied, 
with  the  result  of  very  seriously  contaminating  it 
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during  the  fall  and  spring  freshets,  besides  causing  a 
great  deposit  of  sediment  upon  the  bottom  of  the 
pond.  When  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner 
was  called  to  this  condition  in  August  last,  he  at 
once  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  sewer  department,  and  as  a 
result  the  latter  department  was  directed  to  lay  a  pipe 
fifteen  inches  in  diameter  around  the  pond,  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  take  out  of  it  all  water  coming  from  the 
Boulevard,  and  leaving  us  in  position  to  fill  the  pond 
from  our  own  watershed,  which  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  during  the  fall,  winter,  and  spring.  This 
work,  which  would  have  been  a  heavy  tax  upon  the 
Hospital's  resources,  has  proved  practically  satisfac- 
tory. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Bailey,  two  large 
paintings,  the  work  of  the  late  Walter  Manton,  Esq., 
were  presented  to  the  Hospital,  and  now  adorn  the 
walls  of  the  east  women's  wards. 

Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Shepard  has  continued  to  supply 
many  illustrated  papers  for  the  wards. 

Hon.  Frederick  C.  Sayles  has  given  a  great  many 
illustrated  periodicals  for  the  men's  wing. 

Prof.  John  Peirce  has  made  welcome  donations  of 
confectionery  for  distribution  throughout  the  house. 

To  Dr.  Walter  L.  Munro,  and  Dr.  Charles  V. 
Chapin  we  are  indebted  for  lectures  to  the  nurses  in 
the  training  school  course. 

CONSULTING  PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  J.  W.  C.  Ely,  and  Dr.  George  W.  Carr,  have 
been  faithful  to  their  duties  as  consulting  physicians, 
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and  receive  our  thanks  for  their  services,  and  the 
gratitude  of  the  patients  who  have  had  the  benefit  of 
their  advice.  Dr.  N.  Darrell  Harvey  has  cheerfully 
assisted  in  ophthalmic  work  whenever  such  has  been 
necessary. 

BENEFICIARY  FUNDS. 

Whatever  has  been  heretofore  expressed  concern- 
ing the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  these  funds, 
may  be  emphasized  by  our  experience  during  the  past 
year.  Silently,  and  without  obtrusion,  the  income 
from  them  has  been  used  to  lighten  the  burdens 
of  anxious  friends  and  to  continue  for  protracted 
periods  in  the  Hospital  those  who  could  receive 
benefit  from  its  treatment,  but  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  unable  to  remain.  A  larger  amount  of 
work  is  yearly  being  done  in  increased  attendance, 
increased  privileges,  and  generally  increased  freedom 
and  comfort  for  the  patients  than  would  be  possible 
without  them. 

One  who  in  another  state  had  seen  the  practical 
value  of  endowment  funds  to  such  an  institution  as 
this,  bequeathed  to  the  one  under  his  own  observation 
no  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Benefactions  like  this  and  like  those  which  have 
built  up  our  own  funds,  bear  witness  to  a  thoughtful 
disposition  of  wealth  that  should  not  be  forgotten  by 
those  who  seem  to  think  that  the  acquisition  of  prop- 
erty is  almost  a  crime  against  society. 

Were  such  abundant  giving  less  exceptional  the 
captious  spirit  above  mentioned  might  be  more 
exceptionally  manifested. 
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As  civilization  advances  and  wealth  accumulates, 
there  must  ever  be  an  increasing  obligation  upon  the 
one  and  responsibility  upon  the  other  toward  the 
dependent  and  the  afflicted;  and  with  an  increasing 
degree  of  success  in  the  successful,  in  the  struggle  for 
existence — so  must  there  be  increasing  demands  upon 
them  from  those  who,  less  fortunate,  faint  and  fall  by 
the  wayside.  The  total  helplessness  of  the  mentally 
diseased  must  always  render  them  particularly  worthy 
objects  of  benevolence  and  of  charity  in  the  best  and 
broadest  sense. 

DUNCAN    IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

There  has  been  expended  in  the  general  care  of 
the  grounds,  walks,  and  driveways,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  seeds,  plants,  and  bulbs,  the  sum  of  $973.61, 
from  the  income  of  this  fund. 

DONATION  FUND. 

For  entertainments,  expenses  upon  holidays,  and 
for  various  minor  matters  not  coming  within  the 
classification  of  ordinary  current  expenses,  the  sum  of 
$968.12  has  been  expended  from  the  income  of  this 
fund. 

TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  paragraph  for- 
merly headed  "  attendants,"  now  gives  way,  and  I 
trust  permanently,  to  that  of  the  Training  School. 
The  school  was  partially  organized  last  winter,  and  a 
series  of  lectures  were  given  during  the  months  of 
February,  March,  April,  and  May.  About  forty-eight 
lectures  were  delivered  to  the  nurses  during  this  time. 
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Every  nurse  in  the  service  was  invited  to  attend,  and 
a  very  general  response  was  made.  Attendance  was 
not  made  compulsory,  and  no  definite  organization 
was  attempted,  it  being  thought  wiser  to  first  show 
the  advantages  of  the  school,  and  later  to  proceed  to 
a  more  systematic  organization  and  discipline.  As 
the  reports  of  the  superintendent  of  women  nurses 
and  of  the  Supervisor  will  show,  the  present  state  of 
the  school  is  as  advanced  as  we  had  any  reason  to 
expect  or  hope  it  would  be  at  the  end  of  its  first  year. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  good  work  done 
by  the  nursing  staff  the  past  year,  and  in  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  devotion  to  the  Hospital 
of  those  who  for  good  reasons  have  not  felt  that  they 
could  make  the  personal  sacrifice  necessary  to  for- 
mally enter  the  class.  That  the  transition  from  the 
old  order  to  the  new  has  been  made  with  so  little 
friction  is  due  largely  to  the  loyalty  and  progressive 
spirit  of  all  who  have  been  in  the  service. 

FINANCES. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  to  whom 
I  would  express  my  best  thanks  for  his  many  courte- 
sies, will  fully  acquaint  you  with  the  details  of  income 
and  expenditures  for  the  year: 

CONSERVATORY  AND  STABLE. 

These  two  important  elements  of  hospital  equip- 
ment have  been  well  managed  by  the  florist  and  fore- 
man respectively,  and  have  contributed  much  to  the 
welfare  and  pleasure  of  the  patients. 
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SUNDAY  SERVICES. 

Religious  services  have  been  conducted  regularly 
during  the  usual  months  of  the  year.  They  have 
been  very  well  attended,  and  have  afforded  the 
patients  much  pleasure  and  comfort.  These  ser- 
vices have  been  greatly  increased  in  interest  on 
many  occasions  through  the  rendering  of  music 
by  the  choirs  of  St.  George's,  Central  Falls ;  St. 
Paul's,  Pawtucket,  on  two  occasions;  Highland 
Chapel,  of  Providence ;  St.  James's  Church,  Provi- 
dence, on  two  occasions;  Broadway  Baptist,  Central 
Falls;  Trinity,  Pawtucket;  Mission  Choir,  Pawtucket, 
and  male  choruses  under  direction  of  Mr.  Louis 
Clarner.  Mr.  Ernest  Clarner,  of  Pawtucket,  has 
kindly  presided  at  the  organ  on  nearly  every  occa- 
sion, and  our  best  thanks  are  due  him  for  this  valuable 
assistance.  Mr.  Louis  Clarner  has  assisted  in  the 
preparation  of  music  for  special  occasions,  the  Christ- 
mas and  Easter  services,  and  with  Mr.  Bowen  R. 
Church  as  cornetist,  made  the  services  at  those 
seasons  very  enjoyable  to  all  who  could  attend  them. 

The  thanks  of  the  household  are  sincerely  tendered 
to  all  who  have  onven  so  much  time  and  labor  toward 
making  this  important  feature  of  hospital  life  so  effi- 
cient, attractive,  and  beneficial  as  it  has  been. 

Below  may  be  found  the  names  of  the  clergymen 
who  have  officiated  during  the  past  year,  viz. : 

Rev.  Henry  Bassett. 

Mr.  John  M.  Collins,  lay  preacher. 

Rev.  Henry  I  Cushman. 

Mr.  Charles  Ellis,  lay  preacher. 


Rev.  Theodore  B.  Foster. 

Rev.  William  F.  Furman. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Johnson. 

Rev.  Marion  Law. 

Rev.  Augustus  M.  Lord. 

Rev.  Edward  C.  Moore,  Ph.  D. 

Rev.  Herbert  M.  Mott. 

Rev.  Robert.  B.  Parker. 

Rev.  George  P.  Perry. 

Rev.  George  E.  Rigler. 

Rev.  Arthur  Rogers. 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D. 

Rev.  George  A.  Smith. 

Rev.  Theodore  I.  Snow. 

Rev.  Willard  C.  Selleck. 

Rev.  William  P.  Tucker,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Asaph  Wicks. 

Mr.  George  E.  Whitehouse,  lay  preacher. 
Mr.  Burtis  E.  Whitaker,  lay  preacher. 
Rev.  Arthur  H.  Wood. 
Rev.  Leverett  S.  Woodworth. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The  Ray  Hall  has  enabled  the  Hospital  to  provide 
numerous  and  enjoyable  entertainments  during  the 
year.  In  this  respect  it  has  fully  equalled  our  antici- 
pations. Since  the  last  report  was  submitted  fifteen 
entertainments  have  been  given  in  the  following; 
order : 

Two  concerts  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William 
R.  Lane.  "  Minstrels,"  Mr.  Louis  Clarner,  conductor. 
Instrumental  concert  by  the  Daisy  Orchestra. 
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Two  theatrical  entertainments  by  the  Talma  Club. 
Concert  by  the  Glenham  Orchestra. 

Two  concerts  by  "  Der  Enklang,"  Mr.  Gustave 
Saacke,  director.  Two  concerts  by  the  Providence 
Symphony  Orchestra,  Dr.  Robert  Bonner,  Conductor. 
A  concert  by  the  Atlanta  University  Quartette. 
Concert  by  Miss  Alice  Locke  Pitman.  Concert 
by  Reeves'  Orchestra. 

A  dancing  party  was  proposed  as  a  New  Year's 
Party,  but  had  to  be  deferred  until  the  following 
week.  It  was  an  unqualified  success,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  have  hereafter,  regular  bi-weekly  dancing. 
Golf  has  afforded  much  pleasure  to  a  number  of 
patients  of  both  sexes,  and  is  to  be  heartily  recom- 
mended as  an  out-of-door  sport  for  a  Hospital  such 
as  ours.  Other  patients  have  found  diversion  in 
croquet  and  lawn  tennis.  By  those  who  have  been 
able  to  make  them,  trips  upon  the  electric  cars,  and 
upon  the  river  steamers,  have  been  found  attractive 
and  beneficial.  Several  patients  have  also  attended 
the  theatre,  concerts,  and  lectures  in  the  city. 

FARM  AND  GARDEN. 

The  farmer  has  been  obliged  to  wage  war  without 
ceasing  upon  every  conceivable  sort  of  insect  in- 
jurious to  vegetable  life  throughout  the  year,  in 
order  to  prevent  an  almost  total  destruction  of  his 
crops.  The  severe  drought  of  July  and  August 
seriously  inpaired  what  was  left  by  the  insect 
pests,  so  that  the  yield  generally  was  much  below 
what  it  might  have  been  under  ordinarily  favor- 
able conditions. 
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The  orchard  bore  abundantly  and  a  good  harvest 
of  apples  helped  to  make  up  for  deficiencies  in  other 
lines.  It  is  rather  discouraging  to  be  obliged  to  con- 
tend  against  so  many  obstacles  to  success  as  were 
met  with,  but  the  fresh  vegetables  we  manage 
to  secure,  even  under  these  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, make  it  unwise  to  abandon  the  farm. 

The  dairy,  while  not  a  source  of  profit,  can  not 
well  be  discontinued.  The  pond  has  been  cleared  of 
its  deposit,  several  hundred  loads  of  this  material 
having  been  removed  and  spread  upon  the  lawn  at 
points  somewhat  remote  from  the  Hospital  buildings. 

GUARANTY  FUND. 

I  would  most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  ready 
and  generous  response  made  to  the  appeal  for  sub- 
scriptions to  this  fund.  While  the  expenses  of  the 
Hospital  for  the  past  year  were  not  so  in  excess  of 
its  receipts  as  to  make  an  assessment  necessary,  the 
assurance  of  substantial  resource  afforded  by  the 
subscribers  to  this  fund  has  given  the  Trustees  and 
myself  a  constant  sense  of  grateful  satisfaction.  I 
would  bespeak  for  the  Hospital  a  continuance  of  the 
interest  heretofore  so  substantially  manifested. 

OFFICIAL  STAFF. 

The  only  change  in  the  official  staff  of  the  Hos- 
pital since  the  last  report,  was  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Miss  A.  C.  Billings,  who  had  been  in 
the  continued  service  of  the  Institution  for  thirty-one 
years,  and  for  much  of  that  period  had  served  in  the 
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responsible  position  of  Supervisor  of  Nurses.  By 
the  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  her  delicate  and 

O 

responsible  duties,  Miss  Billings  had  possessed  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  officers  of  the  Hospital 
and  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  friends  of  the 
patients  who  had  been  treated  here  during  the  many 
years  of  her  service.  Her  resignation  on  account  of 
a  serious  physical  malady  was  accepted  with  regret, 
and  Miss  Billings  carried  with  her  the  good  wishes 
of  all,  and  their  hope  that  her  health  under  treat- 
ment would  be  improved.  Miss  Sara  E.  Parsons,  a 
graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  General  and  the 
McLean  Hospital  Training  Schools,  and  who  had 
served  in  the  latter  Hospital  as  Supervisor  of  Nurses 
was  appointed  as  Superintendent  of  Nurses  to  suc- 
ceed Miss  Billings.  I  would  acknowledge  my  in- 
debtedness to  all  the  officers  for  their  faithful  assist- 
ance in  carrying  on  the  year's  work. 

The  loss  to  the  Trustees  occasioned  by  the  deaths 
of  Mr.  William  G.  Weld  and  Mr.  Rufus  Waterman, 
profoundly  as  it  must  be  felt  by  them,  is  deeply 
shared  by  myself.  With  both,  my  relations  had  been 
not  only  officially  most  agreeable,  but  personally 
close  and  cordial.  Always  ready  with  helpful  sug- 
gestions, and  manifesting  an  unfailing  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  the  Hospital,  their  absence 
will  be  greatly  felt  in  the  counsels  of  the  Trustees, 
and  their  weekly  visits  sadly  missed  by  all  who  had 
known  them  in  the  Hospital. 

The  weekly  visitations  of  the  Trustees  have  been 
faithfully  made,  and  the  President  of  the  corporation 
has    specially   visited    the    Hospital    upon  many 
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other  occasions.  For  the  support  and  counsels 
offered  on  these  visits,  and  whenever  it  has  been 
requested  at  other  times  I  would  express  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  Trustees.  One  would  like 
in  this  connection  to  dwell  in  detail  upon  the  con- 
ferences that  have  been  held  between  the  Trustees 
and  myself  upon  matters  relating  to  the  subject  of 
insanity,  of  the  many  and  important  discoveries  con- 
cerning its  nature  and  causation,  as  related  to  possi- 
ble changes  in  its  treatment,  to  the  probability  of  its 
greater  amelioration  bv  other  methods  than  those  of 
the  present,  and  especially  of  the  changes  in  the 
immediate  organization  and  of  the  structural  features 
of  the  Hospital,  that  increasing  knowledge  of  the 
affliction  with  which  we  have  to  deal  may  demand. 
But  these  matters  are  either  fresh  in  your  recollection 
or  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  your  meetings  and 
scarcely  need  to  be  repeated  here.  They  are,  how- 
ever, an  abiding  evidence  that  we  have,  so  far  as  we 
could  do,  kept  in  mind  the  responsibilities  that 
devolve  upon  us,  and  that  we  do  not  forget  in  the 
desire  to  perform  our  present  duties,  that  we  should 
be  mindful  of  the  obligations  to  which  those  who  may 
hereafter  be  chosen  to  administer  this  great  charity, 
will  succeed. 

W.  A.  Gorton. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  20,  1S97. 


EECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


STEWARD'S  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1896. 


RECEIPTS. 


Receipts  from  patients, 

$104,157  60 

Net  receipts  from  beneficiary  and 

other  charitable  funds, 

10,307  13 

Income  Permanent  Fund,  . 

2,678  30 

EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions,  .... 

$30,624  28 

Salaries,  . 

8,344  17 

Wages,  ..... 

40,661  67 

Repairs  and  Improvements, 

5.956  75 

Furniture,  .... 

4,619  54 

Farm,  ..... 

3,058  40 

Fuel,  ..... 

2,776  64 

Lights,  ..... 

2,365  60 

Contingencies,  .... 

2,452  63 

Drugs  and  Medicines, 

1,282  87 

Insurance,  . 

602  42 

Water,  

694  15 

Stable,  . 

2,790  86 

$117,143  03 


$106,229  98 


Average  weekly  cost  per  patient  for  maintenance,  $11  28 


SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  GUARANTEE  FUND 

FOR  1896. 


For  1S93  no  payment  was  requested. 

For  1894  an  assessment  of  $20.79  was  made. 

For  1895  no  payment  was  requested. 

For  1896  no  payment  was  requested. 


Edwin  G.  Angell,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

John  Nicholas  Brown,  Providence, 

five  shares. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Augusta  Brown,  Providence, 

two  shares. 

Harold  Brown,  Providence, 

four  shares. 

Mrs.  Georgette  Brown,  Providence,  . 

two  shares. 

Miss  Abby  G.  Beckwith,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Isaac  C.  Bates,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Albert  L.  Calder,  Providence, 

one  share. 

Calef  Brothers,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Walter  Callender,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

J.  P.  Campbell,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Francis  W.  Carpenter,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Corliss,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

James  Coats,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Richard  W.  Comstock,  Providence,  . 

one 

share. 

Andrew  Comstock,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Josiah  W.  Crooker,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

H.  Conant,  Pawtucket,  .... 

one 

share. 

Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Danielson,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Joseph  Davol,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

Samuel  R.  Dorrance,  Providence, 

one 

share. 

William  Butler  Duncan,  New  York, 

ten  shares. 
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Hon.  Thomas  Durfee,  Providence,     .  .  one  share. 

Charles  Fletcher,  Providence,    .       .  .  two  shares. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Gammell,  Newport,  .  two  shares. 

William  Goddard,  Providence,    .       .  .  five  shares. 

Moses  B.  I.  Goddard,  Providence,      .  .  four  shares. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Amory  Goddard,  Providence,  one  share. 

William  Grosvenor,  Providence,         .  .  one  share. 

Rowland  Hazard,  Peace  Dale,    .       .  .  two  shares. 

Mrs.  Augusta  G.  Hazard,  Peace  Dale,  .  two  shares. 

Herbert  F.  Hinckley,  Providence,     .  .  one  share. 

Robert  Knight,  Providence,       .       .  .  two  shares. 

Hon.  Charles  Warren  Lippitt,  Providence,  one  share. 

John  D.  Lewis,  Providence,       .       .  .  one  share. 

Jesse  Metcalf,  Providence,         .       .  .  two  shares. 

Stephen  O.  Metcalf,  Providence,         .  .  two  shares. 

George  H.  Norman,  Newport,    .       .  .  one  share. 

George  R.  Phillips,  Providence,  .  .  one  share. 

Mrs.  Hope  B.  Russell,  Providence      .  .  one  share. 

Hon.  Frederick  C.  Sayles,  Pawtucket,  .  two  shares. 

Nicholas  Sheldon,  Providence,  .  .  one  share. 

John  Shepard,  Jr.,  Providence,  .  .  •  one  share. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Sherman,  Newport,        .  .  one  share. 

W.  Watts  Sherman,  Newport,  .  .  one  share. 

Charles  Morris  Smith,  Providence,     .  .  one  share. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  Providence,  .  .  one  share. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Taft,  Providence,  .  .  one  share. 

Hon.  Royal  C.  Taft,  Providence,        .  .  two  shares. 

Charles  L.  Thomas,  Providence,        .  .  one  share. 

B.  D.  Weeden,  Providence,        .  .  one  share. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Weld,  Boston,    .        .  .  one  share. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Wheeler,  Providence,         .  .  one  share. 

William  G.  Weld,  Newport,       .       .  .  one  share. 

George  Peabody  Wetmore,  Newport,  .  one  share. 

J.  J.  Van  Alen,  Newport,  .       .  .  two  shares. 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training 
School  for  Nurses, 


To  the  Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital : 

I  hereby  respectfully  report  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Training  School  at  the  close  of  1896. 

The  Training  School  for  nurses,  can  now  be  con- 
sidered an  established  factor  at  the  Hospital.  Begin- 
ning in  January  of  last  year,  lectures  were  given  the 
nurses  by  members  of  the  staff,  which  prepared  them 
for  the  establishment  and  discipline  of  the  school 
organization.    There  are  twenty-six  women  nurses. 

Since  October  1st  there  has  been  one  nurse  dis- 
missed for  incompetency,  four  others  have  resigned, 
and  two  of  the  experienced  nurses  have  been  obliged 
to  leave  the  service  on  account  of  ill  health.  These 
vacancies  have  been  filled  by  applicants  to  the  Train- 
ing School. 

The  nurses  have  been  divided  into  senior  and 
junior  divisions,  with  reference  to  their  experience 
and  the  knowledge  acquired  at  last  winter's  lectures, 
and  have,  through  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  attended  lectures  and  classes  as  a  proba- 
tionary trial  before  making  any  definite  agreement  to 
enter  the  school.  The  nurses  who  have  done  satis- 
factory work  in  the  past  were  all  invited  to  join  these 
classes,  but  were  not  urged  to  do  so,  as  it  seemed  best 
to  have  all  the  pupils  enter  voluntarily,  even  if  the 
classes  should  be  small  at  first.  However,  the  general 
interest  has  been  marked,  and  very  gratifying  consid- 
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ering  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  already  spent 
many  months,  and  some  of  them  years  in  the  work. 
They  have  co-operated  heartily,  and  give  promise 
of  becoming  well-trained  nurses. 

We  begin  the  new  year  with  five  nurses  enrolled 
as  seniors  —  the  two  who  are  ill  would  have  been  of 
this  class  —  and  four  in  the  junior  class,  besides  six 
probationers. 

The  other  nurses  in  the  service  do  not  appear  to  be 
indifferent,  and  certainly  they  are  not  antagonistic  to 
the  school,  but  thev  for  various  and  2:ood  reasons  do 
not  wish  to  commit  themselves  for  another  year  of  hos- 
pital work.  The  necessary  changes  have  come  about 
easily,  and  the  prospect  for  a  satisfactory  continuance 
of  the  school  is  all  that  could  be  expected.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  nurses  should  not  become  thor- 
oughly efficient  in  the  care  of  nervous  and  mental  dis- 
eases, and  also  competent  to  undertake  any  ordinary 
case  in  o-eneral  nursing,  and  to  be  much  more  valuable 
in  hospital  work. 

Recognizing  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  con- 
nection between  a  hospital  of  this  kind  and  a  general 
hospital,  such  as  exists  between  the  McLean  and  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospitals  —  enabling  a  gradu- 
ate of  either  school  to  have  a  year  in  the  other —  I 
trust  that  by  the  time  such  a  union  is  needed  that 
an  arrangement  may  be  made  between  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital,  and  the  Butler. 

A  schedule  of  the  lessons  and  lectures  already 
given  might  be  appended  to  this  report  if  desirable. 


S.  E.  Parsons. 


Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  the  Men's  Ser- 
vice to  the  Superintendent  of 
Butler  Hospital. 


I  hereby  respectfully  report  upon  the  condition  of 
the  training  school  at  the  close  of  1S96. 

The  training  of  nurses  in  the  men's  service  of  the 
hospital  began  in  February,  1896,  with  a  preliminary 
course  of  lectures  embracing  instruction  in  anatomy, 
physiology,  the  care  of  sick  persons,  and  the  general 
management  of  the  insane.  The  lectures  were  sup- 
plemented to  some  extent  by  clinical  instruction,  and 
the  course  was  finished  in  May,  1896.  Nurses,  at 
the  opening  of  the  lecture  course,  in  the  service  of  the 
institution  were  all  given  the  option  of  entering  the 
school  or  not,  with  the  understanding  that  at  some 
future  time  the  training  would  be  obligatory.  At 
that  time  the  staff  numbered  thirty-two,  but  two  of 
whom  declined  to  attend.  The  interest  was  general 
and  fully  sustained  to  the  close,  notwithstanding 
many  changes,  which  occurred  from  causes  outside 
of  the  training  school.  The  regular  course  of  instruc- 
tion re-opened  October  29,  1896.  Of  the  twelve 
nurses  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  opening  of  the 
preliminary  course,  and  who  remained  in  the  service, 
ten  decided  to  continue  and  were  classed  as  seniors. 
Advanced  instruction  has  been  given  them  by  lectures 
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and  clinical  teaching.  In  addition,  weekly  instruction 
has  been  given  in  the  preparation  of  food  for  the 
sick.  A  junior  class,  numbering  seventeen,  was 
formed  at  the  opening  of  the  school  in  October,  made 
up  of  nurses  who  had  entered  the  service  since  the 
close  of  the  preliminary  course.  Four  have  volun- 
tarily given  up  training,  and  two  have  been  dismissed 
for  cause.  The  result  of  the  experience  thus  far 
obtained  indicates  an  improved  service  not  alone  in 
what  nurses  have  learned  but  also  in  a  new  interest 
shown  in  their  routine  of  work.  The  training  school 
has  given  a  dignity  and  importance  to  the  calling  of 
nursing,  which  it  could  not  possess  without  it,  and 
the  interest,  so  generally  and  constantly  manifested 
in  both  classes,  makes  the  future  full  of  hope  and 
promise. 

Jerome  J.  Perry. 


MALE  NURSES.    BUTLER  HOSPITAL. 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  having  established  a  School  for 
Nurses,  offer  to  give  to  men  desirous  of  becoming  professional  nurses  a 
two  years'  course  of  training  in  general  nursing,  with  special  reference 
to  the  care  of  cases  of  nervous  and  mental  disease. 

Those  wishing  to  receive  such  a  course  of  instruction  must  apply  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  K.  I. 

The  most  desirable  age  for  candidates  is  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five 
years.  They  must  be  in  sound  health,  and  must  send  tvith  their  appli- 
cation a  certificate  from  a  physican  certifying  to  the  fact;  also,  one  from 
some  responsible  person  as  to  their  character  and  good  health.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees,  they  will  be  received  for  two  months  on  pro- 
bation, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  will,  if  accepted,  sign  an 
agreement  to  complete  the  prescribed  course  of  two  years. 

The  Training  School  will  be  conducted  under  the  authority  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and  the 
Nurses  are  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  Hospital.  Their  fitness  for  the 
work  and  the  propriety  of  retaining  or  dismissing  them  at  the  end  of  the 
two  months  of  trial  is  determined  by  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the 
School,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees;  and  the  same  authorities  can 
in  like  manner  discharge  them  at  any  time  in  case  of  misconduct  or 
inefficiency.  They  reside  in  the  Hospital  and  serve  as  assistant  nurses  in 
its  wards. 

All  nurses  are  required  to  be  sober,  honest,  truthful,  trustworthy, 
punctual,  quiet,  orderly,  cleanly,  neat,  patient,  kind,  and  cheerful. 

The  instruction  includes  the  general  care  of  the  sick;  the  managing  of 
helpless  patients  in  bed,  in  moving,  changing  bed  and  body  linen,  mak- 
ing beds,  etc.;  giving  baths,  keeping  patients  warm  or  cool,  preventing 
and  dressing  bed  sores  ;  bandaging,  applying  of  fomentations,  poultices, 
and  minor  dressings;  the  preparing  and  serving  of  food,  the  feeding  of 
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helpless  patients  and  those  who  refuse  food  ;  the  administering  of  enemas 
and  use  of  the  catheter;  attendance  upon  patients  requiring  diversion 
and  companionship;  the  observation  of  mental  symptoms,  delusions, 
hallucinations,  delirium,  stupor,  etc. ;  and  the  care  of  excited,  violent  and 
suicidal  patients. 

They  are  also  given  instruction  in  the  best  practical  methods  of  sup- 
plying fresh  air,  warming  and  ventilating  sick-rooms  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  are  taught  to  take  proper  care  of  rooms  and  wards,  in  keeping 
all  utensils  perfectly  clean  and  disinfected,  etc. ;  to  observe  the  sick 
accurately  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  secretions,  pulse,  breathing,  skin, 
temperature,  sleep,  appetite,  effect  of  diet,  of  stimulants,  and  medicine; 
the  giving  of  massage,  and  the  managing  of  convalescents. 

The  instruction  will  be  given  by  the  Supervisor  and  Head  Nurses. 
Lectures  and  demonstrations  will  be  given  at  stated  periods  by  the 
Hospital  Medical  Staff.  Examinations,  chiefly  upon  practical  points, 
take  place  from  time  to  time. 

The  pupils  are  employed  as  assistant  nurses  in  the  wards  of  the 
Hospital.  They  will  be  paid  twenty-three  dollars  (S23)  per  month  dur- 
ing the  first  year,  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  per  month  during  the 
second  year.  Their  education  during  this  time  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  compensation  of  their  services.  Men  graduates  will  be  paid  twenty- 
seven  (§27)  and  thirty  dollars  ($30)  per  month,  according  to  length  of 
service. 

They  are  required  to  wear  at  all  times,  while  on  duty  in  the  wards,  the 
Hospital  uniform. 

When  the  full  term  of  two  years  is  completed,  the  nurses  thus  trained 
receive  (after  final  examinations)  diplomas  certifying  to  their  period  of 
•training,  their  proficiency,  and  good  character. 

The  right  is  reserved  to  terminate  the  connection  of  any  nurse  or  pupil 
with  the  School,  for  any  reason  which  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 
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iV.  B.  —  This  paper  to  be  filled  in  {in  the  Ca?ididate's  ozvn  kaudr 
■writing),  and  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Butler  Hospital,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Questions  to  be  Answered  by  Candidate. 

1.  Name  in  full  of  Candidate.  ....   

2.  Are  you  single,  married  or  a  widow?   

3.  Your  present  occupation  or  employment?   


4.  Age  last  birthday,  and  date  and  place  of  ) 

birth?  J 

5.  Height?   Weight?. 

6.  In  what  school  or  schools  educated,  and  in  1 

what  place ?  J 

7.  Are  you  strong  and  healthy,  and  have  you  "1 

always  been  so ?  J 

8.  Are  your  sight  and  hearing  perfect?   

9     Have  you  any  physical  defects?   

10.  Have  you  any  tendency  to  pulmonary  com- 

plaint? 

11.  If  a  widow,  have  you  children  ?   How  many?  "I 

Their  ages?    How  provided  for?  j 

12.  Are  j'ou  otherwise  free  from  domestic  re-  ) 

sponsibility,  so  that  you  are  not  liable  to  > 
be  called  away  ?  ) 

13.  Where  (if  any)  was  your  last  situation,  and  ") 

how  long  were  you  in  it?  J 

14.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  training  School,  } 

or  employed  in  any  hospital  or  asylum?  > 
If  so,  where,  and  how  long  in  each  place?  ) 

15  The  names  in  full  and  addresses  of  two  re- 
sponsible persons,  not  of  your  own  kin- 
dred, to  be  referred  to.  State  how  long 
each  has  known  you.  If  previously  em- 
ployed one  of  these  must  be  the  last  em- 
ployer. 


Name, 

Address, 

has  known  me  years. 
Name, 
Address, 

lias  known  me  years. 


Having  read,  and  clearly  understanding  and  agreeing  to  the  foregoing 
conditions  and  regulations,  I  declare  the  above  statement  to  be  correct. 


Signed  

Candidate. 


Present  Address . 
Date  18   


BUTLER  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE. 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 


The  Trustees  having  established  at  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
a  School  for  Nurses,  offer  to  give  women  desirous  of  becoming  profes- 
sional nurses  a  two  years'  course  of  training  in  general  nursing,  with 
special  reference  to  the  care  of  cases  of  nervous  and  mental  disease. 

Those  wishing  to  receive  such  a  course  of  instruction  must  apply  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  most  desirable  age  for  candidates  is  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five 
years.  TJiey  must  be  in  sound  health,  and  must  send  with  their  applica- 
tion a  certificate  from  a  physician  certifying  to  t  lie  fact;  also.,  one  from 
some  responsible  person  as  to  their  good  character  and  good  health. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees,  they  will  be  received  for  two  months  on  pro- 
bation, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  will,  if  accepted,  sign  an 
agreement  to  complete  the  prescribed  course  of  two  years. 

The  Superintendent  of  Nurses  has  charge  of  the  Training  School,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  and  the  Nurses  are  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  Hospital. 
Their  fitness  for  the  work  and  the  propriety  of  retaining  or  dismissing 
them  at  the  end  of  the  two  months  of  trial  is  determined  by  the  authori- 
ties in  charge  of  the  School,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  ;  and  the 
same  authorities  can  in  like  manner  discharge  them  at  any  time  in  case 
of  misconduct  or  inefficiency.  They  reside  in  the  Hospital  and  serve  as 
assistant  nurses  in  its  wards. 

All  nurses  are  required  to  be  sober,  honest,  truthful,  trustworthy, 
punctual,  quiet,  orderly,  cleanly,  neat,  patient,  kind,  and  cheerful. 

The  instruction  includes  the  general  care  of  the  sick;  the  managing  of 
helpless  patients  in  bed,  in  moving,  changing  bed  and  body  linen,  mak- 
ing of  beds,  etc. ;  giving  baths,  keeping  patients  warm  or  cool,  preventing 
and  dressing  bed  sores;  bandaging,  applying  of  fomentations,  poultices, 
and  minor  dressings  ;  the  preparing  and  serving  of  food,  the  feeding  of 
helpless  patients  and  those  who  refuse  food,  the  administering  of  enemas 
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and  use  of  the  catheter;  attendance  upon  patients  requiring  diversion 
and  companionship;  the  observation  of  mental  symptoms,  delusions, 
hallucinations,  delirium,  stupor,  etc.;  and  the  care  of  excited,  violent, 
and  suicidal  patients. 

They  are  also  given  instruction  in  the  best  practical  methods  of  sup- 
plying fresh  air,  warming  and  ventilating  sick-rooms  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  are  taught  to  take  proper  care  of  rooms  and  wards,  in  keeping 
all  utensils  perfectly  clean  and  disinfected,  etc;  to  observe  the  sick 
accurately  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  secretions,  pulse,  breathing,  skin, 
temperature,  sleep,  appetite,  effect  of  diet,  of  stimulants,  and  medicine, 
the  giving  of  massage,  and  the  managing  of  convalescents. 

The  instruction  is  given  mainly  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training 
School,  and  by  the  Supervisor  and  Head  Nurses.  Lectures  and  demon- 
strations will  be  given,  at  stated  periods,  by  the  Hospital  Medical  Staff. 
Examinations,  chiefly  upon  practical  points,  take  place  from  time  to 
time. 

The  pupils  are  employed  as  assistant  nurses  in  the  wards  of  the  Hos- 
pital. They  will  be  paid  fourteen  dollars  ($14)  per  month  during  the 
first  year,  and  fifteen  dollars  ($15)  per  month  during  the  second  year. 
Their  education  during  this  time  is  considered  as  compensation  for  their 
services.  Women  graduates  will  be  paid  twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  per 
month. 

They  are  recpjired  to  wear  at  all  times,  while  on  duty  in  the  wards,  the 
Hospital  uniform  dress. 

When  the  full  term  of  two  years  is  completed,  the  nurses  thus  trained 
receive  (after  final  examinations)  diplomas  certifying  to  their  period  of 
training,  their  proficiency  and  good  character. 

The  right  is  reserved  to  terminate  the  connection  of  any  nurse  or 
pupil  with  the  School,  for  any  reason  which  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 
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N.  B. —  This  paper  to  be  plied  in  {in  the  Candidate's  own  hand- 
writing), and  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Butler  Hospital..  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 


Questions  to  be  Answered  by  Candidate. 

1.  Name  in  full  of  Candidate.   

2.  Are  you  single,  married  or  a  widow?   

3.  Your  present  occupation  or  employment  ?   

4.  Age  last  birthday,  and  date  and  place  of  1 

birth?  J 

5.  Height?   Weight?. 

6.  In  what  school  or  schools  educated,  and  ) 

in  what  place ?  / 

7.  Are  vou  strong  and  healthy,  and  have  you  1 

always  been  so  ?  J 

8.  Are  your  sight  and  hearing  perfect  ?   

9.  Have  you  any  physical  defects  ?  ........ 

10.  Have  you  any  tendency  to  pulmonary  com-  \ 

plaint?  / 

11.  If  a  widow,  have  you  children  ?    Howmany?  "I 

Their  ages?    How  provided  for?  J  ' 

12.  Are  you  otherwise  free  from  domestic  re- 

sponsibility, so  that  you  are  not  liable  to 
be  called  away  ? 

13.  Where  (if  any)  was  your  last  situation,  and  \ 

how  long  were  you  in  it?  j 

14.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  training  school, 

or  employed  in  any  hospital  or  asylum? 
If  so,  where,  and  how  long  in  each  place? 

Name. 

15.  The  names  in  full  and  addresses  of  two  re-  "] 

sponsible  persons,  not  of  your  own  kin-  |  Address, 

di  ed,  to  be  referred  to.    State  how  long  |  has  known  me  years. 

each  has  known  you.    If  previously  em-  j  Name, 

ploved  one  of  these  must  be  the  last  em-  |  Address, 

plover.  J  has  known  me  years. 

Having  read,  and  clearly  understanding  and  agreeing  to  the  foregoing 
conditions  and  regulations,  I  declare  the  above  statement  to  be  correct. 


Signed , 


Date . 


Candidate. 

Present  Address  

.18  ........ 


FUNDS 


BELONGING  TO  BUTLER  HOSPITAL   FOR  THE  INSANE, 

DECEMBER    31,  1896. 


PERMANENT  FUND. 


i  Note  secured  by  mortgage  on  improved  property   $4,000  00 

20  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  4  per 

cent,   20,000  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   4,800  00 

230  shares  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co    11,500  00 

11  bonds  Columbus  Street  Railway  Co.,  5  percent   11,000  00 

Cash   Soo  00 


$52,100  00 

DUNCAN    IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

10  Shares  R.I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   $10,000  00 

85      "       Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.   7,000  00 

1  Bond  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  5  percent.        1,000  00 


$iS,ooo  00 

DONATION  FUND. 

10  Shares  Manufacturers  National  Bank   $1,000  00 

31      "      Providence  Gas  Co   1,55000 

S3      "      Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   10,000  00 

130      "      Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co   10,000  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   4,000  00 

1  Bond  Denver  City  Cable  Railway  Co.,  for  $1,000   200  00 


$26,750  00 

LIBRARY  FUND. 

2  Bonds  New  York  Central  R.  R.  Co   $1,500  00 

Deposit  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   100  00 


$1,600  00 
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ELIZABETH  S.  BARTLETT  BENEFICIARY  FUND. 

45  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   $5,000  00 


THOMAS  WHITRIDGE  FUND. 

12  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  4  per  cent.    $12,000  00 


BENEFICIARY  FUND. 

65  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   $8,100  00 

Western  land  notes  seeured  by  mortgage   22,700  00 

Cash   1 ,000  00 


$3i,Soo  00 

ROBERT  H.   IVES  BENEFICIARY  FUND. 

235  Shares  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co   $18,750  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   27,250  00 

4  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  5  per 

cent   4,000  00 


$50,000  00 

ISAAC  RAY  FUND. 

41  Shares  New  York  Ontario  &  Western  R.  R.  Co   $615  00 

50     "      United  R.  R.  Co.'s  of  New  Jersey   9,250  00 

240     "      Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co   12,000  00 

142      "      Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co   22,675  00 

73      "      Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh  R.  R.  Co   4,562  50 

25      "      Catawissa  Railroad  Co   1,25000 

70      "      Portland,  Saco  &  Portsmouth  R.  R.  Co   7,00000 

1  Bond  Philadelphia  &  ReadingR.  R.  Co.,  consol.  mort'ge.  1,000  00 

1  "  "  "  "  convertible  mort- 

gage, valued  at  600  00 

2  "    Pawtucket  Water  Loan,  5  per  cent   2.000  00 

1      "    Minneapolis  Street  Railway  mortgage,  5  per  cent. .  1,00000 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   8,200  00 


$70,152  50 

WILLIAM  F.   WELD  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

i  Note  secured  by  mortgage  on  improved  property   ..    $15,000  00 

10  Bonds  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railroad  Co.,  5  per  cent.  10,000  00 
60  Shares  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  R.  R.  Co   10,000  00 


$35,000  00 


46 


JOHN  WILSON  SMITH  FUND. 

5  Bonds  Minneapolis  Street  Railway  Co.  mortgage,  5  per 


cent   $41625  00 

Deposit  on  participation  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   375  00 

$5,000  00 


MARY  C-  WEST  FUND. 

32  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Co   $5,000  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Permanent  Fund   $52,10000 

Duncan  Improvement  Fund   18,000  00 

Donation  Fund   26,750  00 

Library  Fund   1,600  00 

Elizabeth  S.  Bartlett  Beneficiary  Fund   5,000  00 

Thomas  Whitridge  Fund   12,000  00 

Beneficiary  Fund   31,800  00 

Robert  H.  Ives  Beneficiary  Fund   50,000  00 

Isaac  Ray  Fund   70,152  50 

William  F.  Weld  Memorial  Fund   35,000  00 

John  Wilson  Smith  Fund   5, 000  00 

Mary  C.  West  Fund   5,000  00 


$312,402  50 


E.  E. 

Providence,  Dec.  31,  1S96. 

MOSES  B.  I.  GODDARD,  Treasurer. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 
Jan.  14,  1897. 

SAML.  R.  DORRANCE,  1   -    ...  n 
GEORGE  M.  SMITH,     \ Audit  Committee. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION  ELECTED  AT 
THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  JAN.  27,  1897. 


Alfred  M.  Coats, 
John  M.  Collins, 
Charles  Ellis, 
Edward  F.  Ely, 
Theodore  B.  Foster, 
Matthew  Harkins, 
■N.  Darrell  Harvey, 
H.  E.  Johnson, 
Augustus  M.  Lord, 
Herbert  H.  Mott, 
Walter  L.  Munro, 
Robert  B.  Parker, 


George  P.  Perry, 
George  E.  Rigler, 
Arthur  Rogers, 
George  A.  Smith, 
Robert  E.  Smith, 
Theodore  J.  Snow, 
Willard  C.  Selleck, 
Cyrus  M.Van  Slyck, 
Asaph  L.  Wicks, 
George  S.  Whitehouse, 
Arthur  H.  Wood, 
Leverett  S.  Woodworth. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION  DECEASED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1897. 


Abby  G.  Beckwith,  J.  C.  Stockbridge, 

Augustus  Hoppin,  Mary  F.  Taft, 

Frank  Mauran,  John  E.  Troup, 

John  McAuslan,  Rufus  Waterman, 

Samuel  S.  Sprague,  William  G.  Weld. 


FOBM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Butler  Hospital  for 
the  Insane,  a  Corporation  duly  incorporated  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  sum  of 

Dollars,  for  the  charitable  purposes 

of  said  institution. 


REPORTS 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  AND  SUPERINTENDENT 


OF  THE 


Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATION  AT  ITS 


FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


January  26,  7.898. 
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REPORTS 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  AND  SUPERINTENDENT 


OF  THE 


jjutkr  f)o<ij}itaI  for  th  mmm, 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATION 


AT  ITS  FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


JANUARY  26,  189S, 


PROVIDENCE,  R.  L 


ttbe  providence  (pvces ; 

Snow  &  Farnham,  Printers 

15  Custom  House  Street. 
1S9S. 


VISITING  COMMITTEES. 


1898-99. 


Febriwr  v. 
March, 


Messrs.  M.  B.  I.  GODDARU  and  TAFT. 


TAFT  and  BROWN. 


April, 
May. 
June, 
July, 


BATES  and  HAZARD. 


FREEMAN  and  SMITH. 


SMITH  and  BATES. 


BROWN  and  FREEMAN. 


August, 

September , 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 


HAZARD  and  KNIGHT 


KNIGHT  and  GARDNER. 


GARDNER  and  METCALF. 


METCALF  and  MERRIM AN. 


MERRIMAN  and  BROWNELL. 


BROWNE LL  and  M.  B.  I.  GODDARD. 


Application  for  admission  of  patients  may  be  made  to  Dr.  Gorton, 
who  will  furnish  the  papers  and  all  requisite  information. 

Dr.  Gorton  will  endeavor  to  be  at  the  Hospital  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  and  the  friends  of  patients  are  respectfully  requested  to  con- 
fine their  visits,  as  far  as  possible,  to  those  days. 

Visits  should,  if  possible,  be  made  between  the  hours  of  10  A.  m.  and 
4  p.  m. 

All  who  desire  to  make  personal  inquiries  of  the  medical  officers  should 
invariably  do  so  between  the  hours  named. 

Sunday  visiting  is  not  allowed  and  no  one  will  be  admitted  on  that  day 
except  by  special  appointment  in  each  instance. 

Letters  and  small  parcels,  for  the  officers  and  patients,  may  be  left  at 
Calef  Brothers,  No.  79  North  Main  Street,  corner  of  Thomas  Street. 

The  telephone  number  of  the  Hospital  is  192.  Inquiries  concerning 
patients  should  be  made  between  11  a.  m.  and  1  p.  m.  Such  inquiries 
should  be  brief  and  should  relate  to  the  condition  of  the  patient  only. 

Miscellaneous  communications,  such  as  inquiries  about  clothing,  and 
other  matters,  should  alwaj's  be  by  letter. 


FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane, in  presenting  their  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1897,  desire  to  bear  witness  to  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  Institution,  and  to  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  and 
other  officers  have  performed  their  duties.  The 
weekly  visits  to  the  Hospital  required  by  the  By- 
Laws  have  been  regularly  made,  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Hospital  have  always  been  found  in 
good  order.  The  details  of  the  work  of  the  Hos- 
pital during  the  year  are  fully  shown  in  the  Superin- 
tendent's report,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  past  year  has 
been  the  gift  to  the  Hospital  by  Colonel  William 
Goddard,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Shepard  and  Mr.  Moses 
B.  I.  Goddard  of  the  funds  necessary  to  build  the 
new  addition  on  the  women's  side  of  the  Hospital. 

A  year  ago  the  Trustees  reported  to  the  corpora- 
tion that  they  had  instructed  the  Superintendent  to 
have  specifications  drawn  up  for  building  a  new  ward 
on  the  basis  of  the  plans  submitted  by  Messrs.  Hop- 
pin  and  Ely,  and  that  they  intended  to  proceed  with 
the  erection  of  the  building,  and  requested  the 
friends  of  the  Hospital  to  assist  in  providing  the 
money  required  for  the  purpose.  The  Trustees  also 
stated  that,  if  the  funds  required  were  not  received,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  borrow  the  money  to  build  the 
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new  ward,  and  then  rely  on  the  generosity  of  the 
public  for  assistance  in  paying  off  the  debt  that  would 
be  incurred.  It  was  not  without  misgiving  that  the 
Trustees  decided  to  do  this,  but  the  need  for  the 
ward  was  very  great  and  had  been  urged  by  the 
Trustees  in  three  annual  reports,  and  it  seemed  to 
them  their  duty  ro  provide  the  ward  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  specifications  were  duly  made,  and  bids  for 
erecting  the  building  were  submitted  by  several  con- 
tractors, and  early  in  April  the  Finance  Committee 
awarded  the  contract  to  Messrs.  William  Gilbane  & 
Brother.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
in  April  the  following  letter  was  received  : 

50  South  Main  Street,  Providence,  April  14,  1897. 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane: 

Gentlemen  :  We  learn  that  the  contract  for  the  construction 
of  the  new  ward  at  the  Hospital  is  about  to  be  awarded  to  Messrs. 
W.  Gilbane  &  Brother  for  the  the  sum  of  $34,999,  and  that  the 
additional  cost  of  a  lift,  of  hydro-therapeutical  apparatus,  of 
plumbing,  heating,  electric  wiring,  hardware,  plate  warmer,  and 
dumb  waiter,  is  estimated  to  be  about  $11,000,  making  a  total  of 
$46,000.  If  it  should  please  the  Trustees  to  give  the  ward  the 
name  of  our  brother  Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard  we  will 
furnish  in  equal  shares,  this  sum  of  money  as  it  may  be  required 
during  the  progress  of  the  work.  This  ward  will  then  bear  a 
name  dear  to  us  and  already  associated  with  the  beneficient  work 
of  this  Hospital  and  of  many  of  the  great  charities  of  Providence, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  Goddard, 
Elizabeth  A.  Shepard, 
Moses  B.  I.  Goddard. 
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The  Trustees  were  suprised  and  delighted  by  this 
offer  from  three  of  the  family  of  the  founder  of  this 
Hospital,  and  the  following  votes  were  passed  and 
entered  on  the  records. 

Voted,  That  the  Trustees  accept  the  generous 
offer  of  Col.  William  Goddard,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A. 
Shepard  and  Mr.  Moses  B.  I.  Goddard,  and  hereby 
instruct  the  Finance  Committee  to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  building  of  the  proposed  new  ward. 

Voted,  That  the  new  ward  shall  be  called  the 
Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard  House. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed,  to  con- 
vey to  Col.  Wm.  Goddard,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Shepard 
and  Mr.  Moses  B.  I.  Goddard,  the  sincere  thanks  of 
this  Board  for  their  munificent  gift  to  the  Hospital, 
and  to  assure  them  of  the  pleasure  the  Board  takes  in 
giving  to  the  new  building  the  name  of  one  who, 
from  the  opening  of  the  Hospital  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  its  warm  friend,  wise  counsellor  and 
generous  benefactor. 

It  needed  no  such  bounteous  gift  at  the  hands  of 
his  brothers  and  sister  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
one  who  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the 
noblest  charities  of  this  city.  Thomas  Poynton  Ives 
Goddard  was  elected  a  member  of  this  corporation 
in  1852,  and  from  1857  to  the  time  of  his  death  was 
a  member  of  the  only  standing  committee  of  the  cor- 
poration. He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Hospital  and  responded  most  generously  to  every 
call  it  made  on  him  for  assistance.  He  contributed 
freely  to  the  building  of  the  Sawyer  Ward  and  to 
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the  Beneficiary  Fund,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  the  general  funds  of  the  Hospital. 
A  man  of  large  means,  he  was  always  a  generous  giver 
to  every  charity,  and  his  splendid  gifts  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital  were  of  the  greatest  service  to  that 
noble  institution.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  natural 
ability,  of  great  shrewdness  and  of  sound  judgment, 
and  his  liberal  education  and  large  experience  in 
business  affairs  had  trained  and  strengthened  his 
mind,  so  that  his  advice  was  always  sought  for  by 
those  who  knew  him.  His  time  and  his  great  saga- 
city  were  always  at  the  service  of  this  institution,  and 
of  the  other  great  charities  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. Always  modest  and  retiring,  even  with 
those  who  knew  him  intimately,  he  was  firm  and 
steadfast  in  his  convictions,  and  not  to  be  swerved  by 
any  consideration  from  what  he  had  decided  was  the 
right  course  of  action.  His  quick  and  ready  wit  in 
conversation,  and  his  keen  and  just  appreciation  of 
the  thoughts  of  others  made  him  a  delightful  com- 
panion,  while  his  warm  sympathy  and  gentle  cour- 
tesy with  those  in  trouble,  caused  those  who  knew 
him  best  to  love  him  most.  As  was  but  natural 
for  a  man  of  his  abilities,  and  identified  with  large 
business  interests,  he  had  many  important  trusts 
confided  to  his  care.  He  was  faithful  to  them  all, 
and  his  death  was  a  great  loss  not  only  to  his  family 
and  his  immediate  friends,  but  to  this  whole  city. 
The  Trustees  feel  that  it  is  epecially  fitting  that  his 
honored  name  should  be  given  to  this  new  ward 
which  has  been  erected  by  the  munificent  generosity 
of  his  brothers  and  sister. 
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The  new  Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard  House  is 
now  so  near  completion  that  it  is  hoped  it  may  be 
ready  for  occupancy  by  the  first  of  May  next.  It  has 
been  built  in  a  most  thorough  and  substantial  man- 
ner.  It  covers  a  space  of  about  50x100  feet,  and 
has  three  stories  and  a  basement.  It  is  of  the  same 
style  of  architecture  as  the  main  building,  and  har- 
monizes well  with  it.  It  is  built  at  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  the  central  building:  at  such  an  angle  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  light  or  air  of  the  other  wards.  In 
the  first  and  second  stories  are  the  rooms  for  the  pa- 
tients, consisting  of  four  suites  of  two  rooms  each 
and  of  six  single  rooms;  and  in  addition  two  suites 
of  two  rooms  each  entirely  isolated  from  the  other 
rooms,  especially  fitted  for  acutely  sick  or  disturbed 
patients.  The  whole  building  is  as  nearly  fire-proof 
as  any  building  with  wooden  floor  timbers  can  be 
made.  All  the  partitions  are  constructed  of  terra  cotta 
blocks  carried  straight  up  from  the  basement  to  the 
underside  of  the  roof,  and  the  ceilings  are  plastered 
on  wire  lathing,  thus  surrounding  each  room  with 
fire-proof  material.  Owing  to  this  construction  there 
are  no  spaces  in  the  partitions  to  form  flues  to  spread  a 
fire.  A  large  room  22  x  27  feet  on  each  story  will  be 
used  as  a  combined  sitting  and  dining  room  for  the 
patients,  and  as  these  rooms  adjoin  the  main  building 
they  can  also  be  used  by  the  patients  in  the  present 
wards.  The  third  floor  will  give  accommodation  to 
twenty  attendants,  and  there  is  a  dining  room  accom- 
modating the  same  number  in  the  basement.  There 
is  also  a  special  kitchen  in  the  basement  that  can  be 
used  in  case  of  necessity,  and  a  general  serving  room 
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from  which  meals  are  sent  up  in  the  dumb  waiters. 
In  the  basement  is  a  complete  hydro-therapeutic 
establishment,  the  rooms  of  which  have  a  wainscoting, 
of  white  marble.  This  establishment  is  so  connected 
with  the  central  building  that  it  can  be  used  by  the 
patients  in  the  old  wards,  as  well  as  by  those  in  the 
Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard  House.  The  bath 
rooms  and  lavatories  throughout  the  building  are 
provided  with  the  most  modern  plumbing,  and  are 
most  thoroughly  ventilated.  They  are  all  wains- 
coted with  white  glazed  tiles  and  have  mosaic  or 
white  tile  floors.  A  lift  operated  by  water  is  pro- 
vided for  infirm  patients.  The  greatest  care  has 
been  taken  in  arranging  for  heating  and  ventilating 
the  whole  building,  and  the  Trustees  congratulate  the 
corporation  on  having  such  a  handsome,  well  built 
and  commodious  ward  added  to  the  Hospital. 

Messrs.  Hoppin  &  Ely,  the  architects,  are  en- 
titled to  great  credit  for  the  thorough  manner 
in  which  they  have  done  their  work.  It  certainly 
must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  generous 
donors  of  this  beautiful  building  that  it  is  so  well  and 
thoroughly  built  and  provides  so  amply  for  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  Hospital. 

The  Trustees  believe  that  in  the  near  future  it  will 
be  necessary  to  build  an  addition  on  the  men's  side  of 
the  Hospital,  so  as  to  give  better  accommodations 
than  we  now  have  for  sick  patients.  During  the  past 
year  they  have  had  drawings  prepared  for  such  a  Hos- 
pital Ward  to  accommodate  ten  patients  on  each  of 
two  stories,  each  story  to  be  provided  with  a  large 
bath-room.    The  plans  also  call  for  padded  cells 
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Two  private  bed-rooms  are  to  be  so  arranged  that  a 
patient  occupying  them  can  be  visited  by  his  friends 
without  passing  through  the  ward  itself.  The  Trus- 
tees do  not  urge  the  immediate  building  of  this  Hos- 
pital ward,  but  deem  it  their  duty  to  inform  the  cor- 
poration that  the  time  is  approaching  when  it  will  be 
necessary  to  build  it. 

Since  this  report  was  written  the  Trustees  have 
learned  with  sorrow  of  the  decease  of  their  associate, 
Mr.  Daniel  Day,  who  passed  away  at  his  residence  on 
the  morning  of  January  21st,  after  a  lingering  illness. 

Mr.  Day  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  the  Hospital  in 
August,  1873,  and  in  the  year  1S91  was  appointed 
auditor  of  the  accounts  at  the  hospital. 

He  discharged  the  duties  of  these  two  offices  with 
fidelity,  and  with  an  intelligent  sympathy  with  the 
great  charity  to  which  he  devoted  his  well  trained 
faculties  and  his  large  experience  in  affairs.  His 
death  is  lamented  by  his  associates,  and  his  name  will 
ever  be  associated  with  those  who  have  contributed  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  success  of  the  Butler  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

In  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 

Charles  Morris  Smith, 

Committee. 

Providence,  Jan.  26,  1S9S. 


Report  of  the  Physician  and  Superintendent, 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  report  to  you  the  operations 
of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1897. 

There  were  in  the  Hospital  January  1st,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  patients,  ninety-one  women  and 
ninety  men.  There  have  been  admitted  during  the 
year,  twenty-nine  women  and  twenty-five  men.  The 
whole  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during  the 
year  was,  therefore,  two  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  maximum  number  under  treatment  at  any  one 
time  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-five;  the  minimum 
number  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the 
average  number  for  the  year  was  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  or  one  less  than  for  the  year  1S96. 

Fifty-four  patients  have  been  discharged,  twenty-two 
women  and  thirty-two  men,  leaving  in  the  Hospital  at 
the  end  of  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
patients;  ninety-seven  women  and  eighty-four  men. 

Of  those  admitted,  twenty  were  alleged  to  have  been 
insane  less  than  three  months;  fifteen  less  than  one 
year;  three  less  than  two  years;  and  sixteen  for  more 
than  two  years  previous  to  their  last  admission  to  this 
Hospital. 

Eighteen  were  natives  of  Providence  ;  ten  of  other 
parts  of  Rhode  Island;  fifteen  of  other  New  England 
States;  five  of  States  outside  of  New  England;  and  six 
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were  of  foreign  birth.  Twenty-seven  were  residents  of 
Providence;  thirteen  of  other  parts  of  Rhode  Island; 
eleven  of  other  New  England  States ;  and  three  of 
States  outside  of  New  England.  Twenty-five  were 
married  ;  twenty-four  were  single,  and  five  were  wid- 
owed. Forty  were  not  known  to  have  had  previous 
attacks ;  five  had  each  suffered  from  one  previous 
attack;  and  nine  had  each  had  several  attacks  prior 
to  their  last  admission.  Nine  had  previously  been  in 
this  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  been  discharged  as 
improved. 

The  table  of  the  annual  statistics  of  the  institution 
from  its  opening  is  as  follows  : 
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*  One  discharged  as  not  insane. 


ADMISSIONS    AND  DISCHARGES. 

The  admissions,  it  will  be  noticed,  have  been  five 
less  than  for  the  preceding  year,  with  an  average 
number  of  patients  but  one  less  than  for  the  same 
period.    The  number  discharged  has  just  equalled 
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the  number  admitted,  so  that  our  population  remains 
the  same  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  it  was  at  the  begin- 
ning. The  small  number  of  the  admission  is  due 
partly  to  a  less  number  of  applications  than  usual, 
but  more  largely  to  the  fact  that  we  could  not  receive 
all  for  whom  application  was  made.  Happily  the 
completion  of  the  new  building  will  afford  several  va- 
cancies for  women  patients,  and  the  rest  of  the  house 
at  present  is  so  situated  that  it  seems  unlikely  that 
any  applicant  will  have  to  be  turned  away  for  lack  of 
room  the  coming  year. 

There  have  been  four  voluntary  commitments,  two 
of  which  were  not  insane.  There  has  been  one  ad- 
mission under  the  law  providing  for  the  commitment 
of  persons  addicted  to  the  excessive,  habitual,  and 
dangerous  use  of  alcohol  and  other  poisonous  drugs, 
and  two  other  patients  have  been  restrained  in  their 
houses  through  the  provision  of  the  same  law.  Other 
applications  for  care  under  the  provisions  of  this  stat- 
ute have  been  made,  but  for  sufficient  reason  it  has 
not  seemed  best  to  encourage  or  approve  of  them. 
All  the  cases  discharged  as  much  improved,  as  well  as 
those  discharged  as  improved,  returned  to  their  homes. 
Of  those  discharged  as  not  improved  six  were  taken 
home  by  relatives  and  four  went  to  other  hospitals  or 
asylums. 

MORTALITY  AND  HYGIENE. 

One  case,  (a  man),  died  of  bulbar  paralysis  ;  one  case, 
(a  woman),  died  of  the  exhaustion  of  chronic  mental 
disease.  Three  cases,  (two  men  and  one  woman), 
died  of  senile  marasmus;  two,  (men),  of  cardiac  dis- 
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ease;  two,  (men),  of  cerebral  thrombosis;  three,  (men), 
of  general  paralysis;  one,  (a  woman),  of  pernicious 
anaemia;  one,  (a  woman),  of  phthisis  pulmonalis; 
one,  (a  man),  of  pulmonary  emphysema,  with  fatty 
heart ;  one, (a  woman),  of  cerebral  tumor  ;  one,  (a  man), 
of  pyelo-cystitis,  due  to  senile  prostatic  hypertrophy. 

The  causes  of  death  show  that  in  every  case  the 
physical  condition  was  beyond  the  reach  of  medical 
aid,  and  in  no  case  was  there  any  reasonable  hope  of 
mental  restoration  had  life  been  prolonged.  The 
very  large  number  of  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber admitted  can  be  easily  explained  by  a  reference 
to  the  causes  of  death,  and  a  consideration  of  the  ages 
of  the  patients  deceased.  Of  these,  six  were  over 
sixty  ;  five  were  over  seventy  ;  two  were  past  fifty  ;  the 
remainder  were  between  thirty-five  and  forty-five 
years  of  age. 

In  every  hospital,  with  so  comparatively  stable  a 
population  as  we  have  had  for  some  years  past,  there 
must  come  periods  when  the  death  rate  will  assume 
apparently  an  abnormally  large  proportion. 

There  have  been  no  specially  severe  epidemic  dis- 
eases, although  gastric  and  enteric  disturbances  were 
more  common  during  the  past  summer  than  they 
have  usually  been.  One  case  of  typhoid  fever  devel- 
oped in  an  officer  who  had  been  but  a  short  time  con- 
nected with  the  Hospital,  and  who  lived  in  a  de- 
tached cottage.  It  has  been  impossible  to  trace  any 
relation  between  the  conditions  here  and  the  devel- 
opment of  this  case.  No  other  instance  of  epidemic 
disorder  has  occurred. 
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REPAIRS   AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

While  many  minor  repairs  to  the  buildings  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  the 
principal  ones  have  been  in  connection  with  the  heat- 
ing of  the  Hospital.    The  erection  of  the  Thomas  P. 
I.  Goddard  House  compelled  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  best  method  of  providing  sufficient  steam  to  heat 
both  the  rest  of  the  Hospital  and  this  important  addi- 
tion.   It  was  found  that  the  Sawyer  Ward  was  heated 
by  an  independent  system  of  boilers  which,  while  pos- 
sessing sufficient  capacity  to  maintain  a  suitable  tem- 
perature in  that  building,  constituted  a  source  of  dis- 
comfort to  the  patients  through  the  noise  created  in 
making  up  the  fires,  in  moving  coal  in  the  basement, 
and  in  clearing  out  ashes  and  refuse.    The  sifting  of 
dust  up  through  the  flues  was  also  at  times  annoying 
and  troublesome.    The  six  boilers  of  the  central  plant 
were  found  to  be  barely  sufficient  to  heat  the  original 
Hospital   buildings  and  the   David   Duncan  Ward. 
Three  of  these  were  very  old  and  had  been  criticised 
by  the  Inspector,  who  would  allow  us  to  carry  but  a 
very  low  pressure  of  steam,  owing  to  their  weakened 
condition,  and  he  had  lately  intimated  that  they  must 
shortly  be  replaced  by  new  ones.    There  was  just 
space  in  the  boiler  room  to  add  another  equal  in 
size  to  the  original  boilers,  which  would  have  supplied 
barely  steam  enough  for  the  Goddard  House.  Vari- 
ous plans  were  considered,  and  it  was  finally  deemed 
best  to  take  out  the  three  old  boilers,  each  of  about 
thirty  horse  power,  and  replace  them  by  two  sixty- 
inch  boilers  of  an  indicated  capacity  of  ninety  horse 
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power  each,  and  to  connect  these,  together  with  the 
three  remaining  boilers,  with  the  chimney  by  a  new 
flue,  in  such  manner  as  to  afford  a  better  draught 
than  the  old  connection  had  ever  given.  In  this  way 
it  was  expected  that  the  Sawyer  Ward,  in  connection 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  house,  could  be  heated  from 
the  central  steam  plant,  and  enable  the  engineer  to 
devote  more  time  to  it  than  he  could  give  to  the  sep- 
arate stations.  This  plan  was  accordingly  adopted, 
the  boilers  were  purchased  of  Edward  Kendall  & 
Sons,  and  were  set  and  ready  for  use  about  the  first 
of  November.  Since  that  time  the  whole  Hospital 
has  been  heated  by  these  two  boilers  and  one  of  the 
smaller  ones  of  the  old  plant. 

Considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  in  connect- 
ing the  boilers  with  the  new  building  by  a  special  line 
of  four-inch  pipe,  from  which  supplies  to  the  women's 
south,  east,  and  north  wards  will  be  taken  off,  so  as  to 
supply  that  side  of  the  Hospital  by  an  independent 
four-inch  pipe  direct  from  the  steam  drum.  This  will 
leave  the  other  four-inch  connection,  which  has  here- 
tofore supplied  all  the  original  buildings,  to  supply 
the  Centre  House,  the  south,  west,  and  north  male, 
and  the  Sawyer  Wards. 

Reducing  valves  at  various  points  have  been  put  in 
so  as  to  maintain  an  appropriate  pressure  where  the 
steam  enters  the  stacks  in  the  air  chambers.  The 
Sawyer  Ward  has  been  connected  since  about  the 
first  of  December,  and  has  been  quite  as  well  heated 
as  it  was  with  the  two  boilers,  which  were  discon- 
nected, and  with  much  greater  comfort  and  freedom 
from  dust  and  noise  than  heretofore.     It  is  as  yet  im- 
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possible  to  say  whether  any  great  economy  in  the  use 
of  coal  will  result  from  this  improvement  or  not,  but 
we  are  certainly  able  to  heat  the  buildings  more  effi- 
ciently  than  has  ever  been  done  before. 

Special  fresh  air  ducts  connecting  with  the  north 
buildings  have  greatly  improved  the  ventilation  of 
these  wards,  the  situation  of  the  heating  chambers  in 
these  buildings  having  been  such  that  a  sufficient 
pressure  of  air  has  heretofore  been  difficult  to  obtain. 
A  large  galvanized  iron  ventilator  was  placed  upon 
the  north  female  building,  and  this  has  added  to  the 
increased  ventilation  of  its  wards,  and  has  also 
caused  them  to  be  much  better  heated  than  formerly. 
The  brick  cornice  of  the  older  buildings,  which  was 
originally  plastered  on  the  top  with  Portland  cement, 
had  become  much  disfigured  and  weakened  by  the 
action  of  frost  and  water  on  the  cement,  and  it  was 
deemed  wise  to  cover  it  with  galvanized  iron.  This 
is  practically  completed.  The  slate  roofs  have  been 
repaired,  but  it  seems  likely  that  those  of  the  Centre 
House  may  have  to  be  relaid  next  year.  All  the  tin 
roofs  have  been  painted  the  past  summer. 

The  Trustees  will  remember  that  about  the  time 
the  last  annual  report  was  written,  the  officers  of  the 
Associated  Insurance  Companies  called  attention  to 
the  water  supply  available  here  in  case  of  fire,  and 
conveyed  the  information  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  greatly  increased  facilities  in  this  direction. 
A  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Stephen  Brownell, 
Mr.  Chas.  H.  Merriam,  and  the  Superintendent,  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  matter.  As  a  result  of  a 
conference  had  with  the  insurance  authorities  and 
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with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  the  latter 
kindly  consented  to  furnish  an  eight-inch  pipe  and  to 
lay  the  same  from  the  high  water  service  pipe  on 
Rochambeau  Avenue  across  the  Hospital  grounds,  to 
a  point  where  two  branches  six  inches  in  diameter 
could  easily  connect  it  with  the  hydrant  pipe  encir- 
cling the  Hospital  buildings.  This  was  done  by  the 
City  of  Providence  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  at  an  expense  to  the  Hos- 
pital of  $2,708.60.  We  now  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  we  have  an  ample  supply  of  water,  at  a 
suitable  pressure,  always  ready  for  use  in  case  of  fire. 
The  pressure  at  the  Hospital  is  probably  not  less 
than  seventy-five  pounds. 

The  Trustees  caused  a  complete  plan  of  the  heat- 
ing plant  to  be  made  last  summer,  and  the  investiga- 
tion which  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  data  for  this 
plan  showed  that  in  the  near  future  extensive  renew- 
als of  the  heating  stacks  will  be  necessary.  The 
steam  coils  in  many  of  the  buildings  are  badly  lo- 
cated, and  in  places  are  so  much  corroded  as  to  leak 
to  an  extent  that  causes  loss  of  steam  and  impedes 
the  circulation  of  it,  to  a  degree  that  adds  to  the  cost 
of  maintaining  a  suitable  temperature  in  the  wards. 
It  is  probable  that  several  thousand  dollars  will  be 
necessary  to  put  in  the  necessary  radiators  and  to 
properly  enclose  them  in  galvanized  iron  boxes. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Shepard  for 
many  illustrated  papers  and  a  number  of  pictures,  and 
for  a  large  invalid  chair  for  the  male  wards. 
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Hon.  Frederick  C.  Sayles  has  contributed  many 
illustrated  periodicals. 

To  Mr. William  Goddard,  Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown, 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Merriam,  and  Mr.  Royal  C.  Tart,  we 
are  indebted  for  additions  to  our  library. 

I  would  expressly  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of 
the  helpfulness  shown  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  his  assistants  in  preparing  plans  of  the 
high  service  water  supply,  and  for  their  assistance  in 
laying  the  pipes,  and  in  making  all  the  necessary  con- 
nections with  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  working 
of  the  institution. 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Roelker  presented  the  Hospital  with 
a  large  number  of  magazines. 

Mr.  Walter  Coleman  o-ave  a  lars^e  number  of  ma°-a- 
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zines,  novels  and  stories  for  distribution  upon  the 
wards. 

Mr.  Charles  Morris  Smith  presented  some  etchings 
to  be  hung  upon  the  wards,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Angell 
presented  some  books  and  magazines. 

CONSULTING  PHYSICIANS. 

The  Consulting  Physicians,  Drs.  J.  W.  C.  Ely  and 
Geo.  W.  Carr,  have  continued  their  welcome  visits 
whenever  their  services  have  been  required,  and  our 
gratitude  is  due  them  for  their  cheerful  willingness 
to  give  us  freely  of  their  time  and  service. 

Dr.  N.  Darrel  Harvey  has  attended  to  such  oph- 
thalmic work  as  has  been  necessary, 

BENEFICIARY  FUNDS. 

Perhaps  at  no  time  during  the  past  decade  has  the 
Hospital  been  more  in  need  of  the  aid  which  the  in- 


come  of  these  Funds  affords,  than  during  the  past 
year.  A  large  number  of  cases  have  been  assisted  by 
it,  and  the  deficiency  for  the  year  would  have  been 
much  greater  than  it  is  but  for  the  income  derived 
from  this  source.  The  financial  stress  for  the  past 
few  years  has  been  reflected  somewhat  in  the  receipts 
from  patients,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  may  be 
more  seriously  felt  in  the  year  to  come.  No  Hos- 
pital like  this,  which  receives  every  patient  for 
whom  it  has  accommodations,  without  special  regard 
to  the  ability  of  the  friends  to  pay  the  actual  average 
cost,  can  expect  to  keep  up  its  work,  to  maintain  its 
physical  condition  in  a  satisfactory  degree  of  efficiency, 
and  to  carry  forward  hospital  work  in  the  modern 
sense,  without  an  ample  endowment,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  institutions  for  the  care  of  the  insane  may  receive 
at  the  hands  of  the  benevolent  the  same  consideration 
which  has  been  so  munificently  accorded  to  the  hos- 
pitals for  the  treatment  of  general  disease. 

The  constantly  diminishing  rate  of  interest  upon 
safely  invested  funds,  and  the  simultaneous  increase  in 
the  expense  of  hospital  administration,  render  it  cer- 
tain that  all  charitably  conducted  institutions  of  this 
class  must  be  always  in  need  of  larger  funds.  For- 
tunately the  increasing  wealth  of  the  country  supplies 
the  means,  and  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  spirit  of 
benevolence  in  the  distribution  of  them  will  prevail  in 
the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past,  although  the  year  has 
witnessed  no  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  Butler  Hos- 
pital for  the  insane. 
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DUNCAN   IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

From  the  income  of  this  Fund  there  has  been 
expended  in  maintaining  the  condition  of  the  grounds, 
in  the  purchase  of  seeds  and  plants,  and  for  repairing 
the  rustic  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  grotto,  the  sum 
of  #767.66. 

DONATION  FUND. 

For  entertainments,  and  for  sundry  expenses  not 
coming  within  the  current  schedule,  the  sum  of 
$i,iii.ii  has  been  expended  from  the  income  of  this 
Fund. 

TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

The  Training  School  has  made  reasonable  prog- 
ress during  the  year.  It  is  now  so  well  established 
that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  permanent  feature  of 
the  administratation  of  the  Hospital.  Of  course,  in 
the  period  of  two  years  which  has  elapsed  since  its 
beginning,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  and 
thoroughly  systematize  the  organization  of  the  School, 
but  its  foundations  have  been  so  laid  as  to  give 
substantial  promise  of  future  success.  The  instruction 
to  the  nurses  has  been  given  through  lectures  from 
the  medical  staff,  and  lessons  and  class  work,  con- 
ducted by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training  School, 
and  the  Supervisor  of  male  nurses.  Six  men  and 
four  women  have  completed  a  two  years'  course  of 
lectures,  of  whom  four  men  and  three  women  remain 
in  the  service  of  the  Hospital.  The  maintenance  of  a 
Training  School  necessarily  places  considerable  ad- 
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ditional  work  upon  the  medical  staff,  and  it  must  add 
somewhat  to  the  current  annual  expenditure,  but  the 
results,  it  is  believed,  wholly  justify  the  expenditure 
and  afford  a  sufficient  return  for  the  extra  efforts  of 
the  officers  of  the  Institution. 

FINANCES. 

The  reported  expenditures  for  the  year,  unusually 
large,  as  they  appear  from  the  statement  of  the  Treas- 
urer, do  not  include  a  large  indebtedness  incurred  for 
work  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  making- 
steam  connections.  This,  with  the  large  outlay  for 
high  pressure  water  service,  for  the  new  boilers  and 
the  piping  of  the  same,  together  with  the  ordinary 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  exceed  the  total  receipts 
of  the  Hospital  by  a  considerable  sum.  With  the 
extensive  changes  which  must  be  made  in  order  to 
bring  the  heating  apparatus  of  the  original  buildings 
to  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency  and  economy,  and 
with  the  furnishing  and  organizing  of  the  Goddard 
House,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  coming  year 
will  witness  a  considerable  excess  of  expenditures 
over  receipts. 

CONSERVATORY   AND  STABLE. 

The  stable  has  been  well  managed,  and  has  pro- 
vided much  in  the  way  of  pleasure  and  comfort  to 
the  patients.  The  maintenance  of  the  stable  involves 
a  large  annual  outlay  from  which  no  direct  pecuniary 
return  is  received,  but  the  expense  is  justified  by 
the  benefit  to  the  patients  which  driving  has 
afforded. 
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The  conservatory  continues  to  supply  the  patients 
with  a  considerable  variety  of  flowers.  The  flower 
garden  in  the  summer  season  gives  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  select  cut  flowers  for  themselves,  and  is  a 
pleasing  place  to  visit  during  their  walks  upon  the 
grounds.  The  conservatory  could  supply  man)'  more 
small  plants  and  cut  flowers  for  the  house  were  it 
free  from  the  large  collection  of  palms  and  ferns  with 
which  the  lawn  is  so  abundantly  decorated  during  the 
summer  season.  Not  having  seen  our  way  clear  to 
enlarge  the  building,  or  to  sacrifice  our  valuable  col- 
lection of  tropical  plants,  we  have  endeavored  to  get 
the  largest  amount  of  pleasure  from  the  conservatory 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  it  can  be  made  to 
afford. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

As  heretofore,  services  on  Sunday  have  been  con- 
ducted during  the  usual  period  of  the  year.  They 
continue  to  be  well  attended  and  to  be  a  source  of 
comfort  and  satisfaction  to  all  the  members  of  the 
household.  An  endeavor  has  been  made  to  provide 
music  for  special  occasions,  and  we  have  been  very 
greatly  assisted  therein  by  the  choirs  of  different 
churches,  the  members  of  which  have  most  kindly 
given  their  services  on  many  occasions  at  much  sacri- 
fice of  personal  comfort  and  convenience. 

The  following  choirs  have  placed  us  under  obliga- 
tion for  welcome  assistance  on  different  occasions  : 
St.  John's,  Providence  ;  St.  George's,  Central  Falls  ; 
St.  Paul's,  Pawtucket;  Church  of  the  Epiphany, 
Providence;   St.  James  Church,  Providence;  Broad 
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Street  Baptist  Church,  Central  Falls;  Church  of  the 
Advent,  Pawtucket ;  Congregational  Church,  Central 
Falls. 

Mr.  Ernest  Clarner,  of  Pawtucket,  has  presided  at 
the  organ  on  many  occasions,  and  our  thanks  are  due 
him  for  this  assistance.  Mr.  Louis  Clarner  assisted 
in  the  preparation  of  music  for  Easter  services,  and 
with  Mr.  Livsey  as  cornetist  rendered  most  beautiful 
and  appropriate  selections  on  that  day. 

The  clergymen  of  Providence  and  of  Pawtucket 
have  responded  most  generously  to  our  invitations  to 
conduct  services,  and  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  them 
for  the  good  work  which  they  have  clone. 

Below  may  be  found  the  names  of  those  who  have 
officiated  during  the  past  year,  viz  : 

Rev.  Win.  M.  Barr, 

Rev.  Henry  Bassett, 

Rev.  Moses  H.  Bixby,  D.  D., 

Rev.  Win.  H.  Bowen, 

Rev.  Henry  I.Cushman, 

Rev.  C.  A.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Charles  Ellis,  lay  preacher, 

Rev.  Win.  F.  Furman, 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Holder), 

Rev.  Marion  Law, 

Rev.  Augustus  M.  Lord, 

Rev.  M.  S.  McCord, 

Rev.  Edwin  C.  Moore, 

Rev.  Herbert  M.  Mott, 

Rev.  Robert  B.  Parker, 

Rev.  Geo.  E.  Rigler, 
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Rev.  Arthur  Rogers, 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D., 

Rev.  Geo.  A.  Smith, 

Rev.  Theodore  I.  Snow. 

Rev.  Willard  C.  Selleck, 

Rev.  Wm.  P.  Tucker,  D.  D., 

Rev.  Asaph  D.  Wicks, 

Rev.  Arthur  H.  Wood, 

Rev.  Leverett  S.  Woodworth. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Entertainments  have  been  given  whenever  possible 
during  the  year,  and  the  Ray  Hall  has  proved  of 
much  service  in  enabling  them  to  be  pleasantly  and 
comfortably  provided.  Dances  were  given  every  fort- 
night during  the  winter  and  spring,  and  were  much 
enjoyed  by  the  patients.  On  the  whole,  dancing 
seems  to  afford  as  much  real  entertainment  and  di- 
version as  anything  which  we  have  been  able  to  intro- 
duce. In  addition  to  the  dancing  parties,  concerts  and 
dramatic  entertainments  have  added  an  agreeable  va- 
riety, and  have  been  much  enjoyed.  The  stage  facil- 
ities of  the  Hall  have  been  so  enlarged  as  to  render 
possible  the  satisfactory  presentation  of  the  various 
plays  produced. 

To  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  I  would  de- 
sire to  express  the  thanks  of  the  household,  as  well  as 
my  own  personal  acknowledgments  for  the  kindness 
they  have  shown  us  in  carrying  on  our  work  : 

Mr.  Gustave  Saacke  and  the  members  of  "  der  Ein- 
klang  "  ;  the  members  of  the  Talma  club.    Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Howard  Hoppin  and  friends  ;  Messrs.  Louis  and 
Ernest  Clarner  and  friends;  members  of  Reeves' 
orchestra  ;  Mr.  Theodore  Satz  and  friends. 

Lawn  tennis,  golf,  and  croquet  have  afforded  plea- 
sure and  diversion  to  a  number  of  the  patients,  and 
others  have  enjoyed  the  facilities  for  pleasure  excur- 
sions afforded  by  the  electric  railway  and  the  River 
steamers. 

FARM   AND  GARDEN. 

The  farm  has  been  very  productive  under  the  ju- 
dicious management  of  the  farmer,  Mr.  John  A. 
Longfellow.  A  large  crop  of  potatoes  was  raised,  and 
a  good  amount  of  garden  produce  supplied  the  table 
with  a  reasonable  variety  during  the  season.  The 
yield  of  small  fruits  was  fairly  good.  A  moderately 
good  crop  of  apples  was  harvested,  though  it  was 
much  below  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  dairy  has  not  been  quite  so  successful  as  in 
some  years,  though  the  amount  of  milk  furnished  has 
been  nearly  enough  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  Hos- 
pital. 

GUARANTY  FUND. 

I  most  gratefully  report  to  the  Trustees  that  the 
response  made  this  year  to  the  appeals  for  subscrip- 
tions to  this  fund  was  prompt  and  liberal.  While  we 
were  undertaking  the  various  extraordinary  expenses 
earlier  alluded  to,  and  in  so  doing  realized  that  our 
income  would  probably  be  insufficient  to  defray  them, 
the  assurance  of  financial  assistance  afforded  by  the 
guarantors  was  particularly  gratifying. 
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In  expressing  my  personal  thanks  to  them  for  this 
valued  assistance,  I  would  bespeak  for  the  Hospital 
a  continuance  of  the  interest  so  generously  mani- 
fested in  the  past  by  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
have  subscribed  to  this  fund.  Fortunately  no  assess- 
ment has  been  necessary  the  past  year. 

THOMAS   POYNTON  IVES  GODDAKD  HOUSE. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I  report  the 
substantial  completion  of  this  most  important  addi- 
tion to  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  repeat  now  what  has  been  said  in  many 
previous  reports  as  to  the  great  need  of  this  addition. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  so  impressed  were  they 
with  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  facilities  of  the 
Hospital  in  this  manner,  that  the  President  of  the 
corporation,  the  Treasurer,  and  their  sister,  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth A.  Shepard  most  generously  contributed  the 
entire  amount  necessary  for  its  erection.  While  it 
can  but  be  a  source  of  great  personal  satisfaction  to  the 
Superintendent  to  have  witnessed  the  building  of  the 
Goddard  House,  it  is  an  even  greater  satisfaction  to 
him  that  his  appeals  for  it  were  so  fully  appreciated 
and  so  generously  responded  to  by  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  most  intimatelv  associated.  It  is  believed 
that  this  House,  when  it  shall  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy, will  afford  most  of  the  advantages  of  a  private 
residence,  and  all  the  medical  facilities  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  patients  which  a  well  equipped  hos- 
pital can  be  expected  to  supply.  It  contains  seven 
suites,  of  two  rooms  each,  with  private  lavatory  and 
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bath  room,  and  three  single  rooms  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  patients.  The  arrangement  is  such  that  the 
rooms  may  be  used  en  suite  or,  if  necessary,  that  each 
may  be  separately  assigned. 

The  entire  third  story  is  designed  as  a  home  for 
nurses,  where  a  large  recreation  room  for  their  use 
may  be  found,  and  in  the  basement  is  a  large  and  well 
lighted  dining-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  In  the 
basement  is  also  to  be  found  a  compactly  arranged 
bath-room,  where  it  will  be  possible  to  give  practically 
every  form  of  bath,  except  that  it  has  no  swimming 
pool. 

The  apparatus  for  this  department  is  to  be  furnished 
by  Mr.  Frank  Richter  of  New  York,  who  will  con- 
struct it  according  to  the  plans  of  Dr.  Simon  Baruch 
of  the  same  city,  the  leading  authority  upon  hydro- 
therapy in  this  country.  It  is  hoped  that  the  facil- 
ities here  provided  will  prove  of  much  service  in  the 
treatment  of  the  patients. 

A  diet  kitchen  is  also  fitted  up  in  a  portion  of 
the  basement  in  which  food  for  the  sick  can  at  any 
time  be  prepared. 

The  first  and  second  floors  have  each  a  large  sunny 
parlor  or  assembly  room,  which  will  be  furnished  some- 
what after  the  plan  of  the  "  breakfast  room  "  in  Eng- 
lish inns,  the  small  number  of  people  who  will  make 
use  of  them  rendering  it  possible,  I  think,  to  serve 
meals  in  them  without  friction  or  discomfort,  and  it  is 
hoped  in  such  a  way  as  to  really  add  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  patients.  It  is  possible  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  furnish  the  Goddarcl  House  so  that  it  may  be  oc- 
cupied not  later  than  May  first,  and  we  look  forward 
to  its  occupancy  with  the  most  cheerful  anticipation. 
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I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  architects, 
Messrs.  Hoppin  and  Ely,  of  Providence,  for  the  care 
and  forethought  with  which  they  have  aided  in  plan- 
ning many  details  appropriate  to  a  hospital,  and 
which  would  not  ordinarily  have  required  so  much  at- 
tention as  has  been  necessary  in  this  building,  owing 
to  its  peculiar  character.  I  believe  that  the  con- 
tractors, the  Messrs.  William  Gilbane  and  Brother, 
have  performed  their  work  substantially  and  well. 
All  the  rooms  in  the  House  command  a  view  of  the 
River,  and  most  of  them  have  a  pleasant,  southerly 
exposure,  which  gives  them  light  and  cheerfulness. 
The  donors  have  withheld  nothing  that  could  make 
this  House  a  cheerful  and  comfortable  abode  for  all 
who  may  hereafter  find  a  residence  within  its  shelter- 
ing walls. 

OFFICIAL  STAFF. 

The  only  change  in  the  official  staff  of  the  Hospital 
since  the  last  report,  was  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  A.  S.  Anderson,  who  had  filled  the  po- 
sition of  steward  for  upwards  of  ten  years.  Mr 
Anderson  had  most  faithfully  performed  the  duties 
of  this  position,  and  his  retirement  was  a  matter  of 
regret,  both  to  myself,  to  the  Trustees,  and  to  all  who 
had  been  associated  with  him  here.  Mr.  Anderson 
left  the  Hospital  to  engage  in  private  business,  and 
the  good  wishes  of  his  former  associates  follow  him 
to  his  new  field.  Mr.  H.  H.  Goss  was  chosen  to 
succeed  Mr.  Anderson,  and  entered  upon  his  duties 
April  i,  1S97. 
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I  desire  to  express  ray  thanks  to  the  officers  for 
their  co-operation  in  carrying  on  the  always  trying 
work  of  Hospital  administration.  The  weekly  visits 
of  the  Trustees  have  been  regularly  made,  and  the 
members  of  the  House  Committee,  the  President, 
and  the  Treasurer  have  frequently  visited  the  Hos- 
pital, and  have  given  special  attention  to  its  affairs. 
Through  a  year  of  rather  unusual  activity  and  stress, 
the  wise  and  friendly  counsel  of  the  Trustees  has  been 
of  especial  value  and  assistance  to  me,  and  I  would 
express  my  grateful  acknowledgment  of  it  at  this 
time. 

W.  A.  Gorton. 

Providence,  R.  L,  January  26,  1S9S. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


STEWARD'S  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1897. 


RECEIPTS 

Received  from  patients  for  board, 
Received  from  patients  for  cloth- 
ing 

"'&>  ..... 

Received  from  Beneficiary  Fund 
for  board  of  patients,  . 

Received  from  income  of  Isaac 
Ray  Fund, 

Received  from  income  of  Perma- 
nent Fund, 


EXPENDITURES. 


Provisions, 

.  $29,756 

56 

Salaries,  .... 

8,486 

5" 

Wages,  .... 

40, 1 5  1 

19 

Repairs  and  Improvements, 

9,639 

9i 

Furniture, 

3,967 

23 

Farm,  .... 

2,767 

78 

Fuel,  .... 

4.552 

69 

Lights,  .... 

2,153 

1  2 

Contingencies,  . 

2,262 

08 

Drugs  and  Medicines, 

1,326 

98 

Water,  .... 

750 

00 

Insurance, 

293 

28 

Stable,  .... 

2,724 

34 

Total  expenditures, 

.  $108,831 

66 

Total  receipts,     .       .       .  $108,736  25 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  re- 
ceipts,        ....  95  41 

$108,831  66  $108,831  66 

Average  weekly  cost  per  patient  for  maintenance,  $11.63. 
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$97,098  28 
1,332  21 
4,622  50 
3,042  78 
2,640  48 


SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  GUARANTEE  FUND 

FOR  18Q7. 


For  1893  no  payment  was  requested. 

For  1894  an  assessment  of  $20.79  was  made. 

For  1S95  no  payment  was  requested. 

For  1896  no  payment  was  requested. 

For  1897  no  payment  was  requested. 


Edwin  G-  Angell,  Providence, 
Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence, 
John  Nicholas  Brown,  Providence, 
Harold  Brown,  Providence, 
Isaac  C.  Bates,  Providence, 
Albert  L.  Calder,  Providence, 
Calef  Brothers,  Providence, 
Walter  Callender,  Providence, 
J.  P.  Campbell,  Providence, 
Francis  VV.  Carpenter,  Providence, 
Mrs.  George  H.  Corliss,  Providence, 
James  Coats,  Providence, 
Josiah  VV.  Crooker,  Providence,  . 
H.  Conant,  Pawtucket, 
Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Danielson,  Providence, 
Joseph  Davol,  Providence,  . 
Samuel  R.  Dorrance,  Providence, 
William  Butler  Duncan,  New  York, 
Hon.  Thomas  Durfee,  Providence, 


one  share, 
one  share, 
five  shares, 
four  shares, 
two  shares, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
one  share, 
ten  shares, 
one  share. 
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L-narles  Metcher,  Providence, 

two  shares. 

William  Goclclard,  Providence, 

five  shares. 

Moses  ti.  1.  Goddard,  Providence, 

four  shares 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Amory  Goddard,  Providence, 

one  share. 

William  Grosvenor,  Providence,  . 

one  share. 

Rowland  Hazard,  Peace  Dale, 

two  shares. 

Mrs.  Augusta  G.  Hazard,  Peace  Dale, 

two  shares. 

xieiuLiL  r .  nmcKiey,  rrovicience, 

{  \  )~\  £±    c  h  '1  t'f* 

U  1 1  C   S  1 1  lI  I  c  • 

Robert  Knight,  Providence, 

two  shares. 

Hon  Charles  Warren  Lippitt,  Providence,  . 

one  share. 

John  D.  Lewis,  Providence, 

one  snare. 

Jesse  Metcalf,  Providence,  .... 

one  share. 

oiepnen  kj.  luetcait,  l  lovitlence, 

I  VV O  olJal  CI). 

George  H.  Norman,  Newport, 

w  1 1  C   blMI  C. 

George  R.  Phillips,  Providence, 

OUC     b  11  d  I  C. 

Mrs  Hope  B.  Russell,  Providence, 

one  siid. i  e. 

Hon.  Frederick  C.  Sayles,  Providence, 

one  share. 

Nicholas  Sheldon,  Providence; 

one  biidic. 

John  Shepard,  Jr.,  Providence, 

U  1 1  C   b  LI  a.  1  C 

Mrs.  Sophia  Sherman,  Newport, 

one  sndi  e. 

vv .  wans  onernidn,  i\  cwpui  l, 

On  p   chq  rp 

Charles  Morris  Smith,  Providence, 

nnp  c  1 1  •-!  t"i-' 

KJ  11  C    3  I  1  cl  1  t . 

(    hQ  ripe  I— I         t"»i  i  1~  n     1-^  rfi  v  i  f\  Pn  r*  f* 

one  share. 

Cliarles  L.  Thomas,  Providence,  . 

one  share. 

B.  D.  Weeden,  Providence,  .... 

one  share. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Weld,  Boston, 

one  share. 

George  Peabody  Wetmore,  Newport,  . 

one  share. 

J.J.  Van  Alen,  Newport, 

two  shares. 

Marsden  J.  Perry,  . 

one  share. 

MALE  NURSES,    BUTLER  HOSPITAL, 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  having  established  a  School  for 
Nurses,  offer  to  give  to  men  desirous  of  becoming  professional  nurses  a 
two  years'  course  of  training  in  general  nursing,  with  special  reference 
to  the  care  of  cases  of  nervous  and  mental  disease. 

Those  wishing. to  receive  such  a  course  of  instruction  must  apply  co  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  most  desirable  age  for  candidates  is  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five 
years.  They  must  be  sound  in  health,  and  must  send  tvith  their  appli- 
cation a  certificate  from  a  physician  certifying  to  the  fact  '  also,  one  from 
some  responsible  person  as  to  tlieir  character  and  good  health.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees,  they  will  be  received  for  two  months  on  pro- 
bation, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  will,  if  accepted,  sign  an 
agreement  to  complete  the  prescribed  course  of  two  years. 

The  Training  School  will  be  conducted  under  the  authority  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and  the 
Nurses  are  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  Hospital.  Their  fitness  for  the 
work  and  the  propriety  of  retaining  or  dismissing  them  at  the  end  of  the 
two  months  of  trial  is  determined  by  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the 
School,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees;  and  the  same  authorities  can 
in  like  manner  discharge  them  at  any  time  in  case  of  misconduct  or 
inefficiency.  They  reside  in  the  Hospital  and  serveas  assistant  nurses  in 
the  wards. 

All  nurses  are  required  to  be  sober,  honest,  truthful,  trustworthy, 
punctual,  quiet,  orderly,  cleanly,  neat,  patient,  kind,  and  cheerful. 

The  instruction  includes  the  general  care  of  the  sick;  the  managing  of 
helpless  patients  in  bed,  in  moving,  changing  bed  and  body  linen,  mak- 
ing beds,  etc.;  giving  baths,  keeping  patients  warm  or  cool,  preventing 
and  dressing  bed  sores;  bandaging,  applying  of  fomentations,  poultices, 
and  minor  dressings;    the  preparing  and  serving  of  food,  the  feeding  of 
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helpless  patients  and  those  who  refuse  food  ;  the  administering  of  enemas 
and  use  of  the  catheter;  attendance  upon  patients  requiring  diversion 
and  companionship;  the  observation  of  mental  sj'mptoms,  delusions, 
hallucinations,  delirium,  stupor,  etc.  ;  and  the  care  of  excited,  violent  and 
suicidal  patients. 

Thev  are  also  given  instruction  in  the  best  practical  methods  of  sup- 
plying fresh  air,  warming  and  ventilating  sick-rooms  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  are  taught  to  take  proper  care  of  rooms  and  wards,  in  keeping 
all  utensils  perfectly  clean  and  disinfected,  etc.  ;  to  observe  the  sick 
accurately  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  secretions,  pulse,  breathing,  skin, 
temperature,  sleep,  appetite,  effect  of  diet,  of  stimulants,  and  medicine; 
the  giving  of  massage,  and  the  management  of  convalescents. 

The  instruction  will  be  given  by  the  Supervisor  and  Head  Nurses. 
Lectures  and  demonstrations  will  be  given  at  slated  periods  by  the 
Hospital  Medical  Staff.  Examinations,  chiefly  upon  practical  points,  take 
place  from  time  to  time. 

The  pupils  are  employed  as  assistant  nurses  in  the  wards  of  the 
Hospital.  They  will  be  paid  twenty-three  dollars  ($23)  per  month  dur- 
ing the  first  year,  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  per  month  during  the 
second  year.  Their  education  during  this  time  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  compensation  of  their  services.  Men  graduates  will  be  paid  twenty- 
seven  ($27)  and  thirty  dollars  ($30)  per  month,  according  to  length  of 
service. 

They  are  required  to  wear  at  all  times,  while  on  duty  in  the  wards,  the 
Hospital  uniform. 

When  the  full  term  of  two  years  is  completed,  the  nurses  thus  trained 
receive  (after  final  examinations)  diplomas  certifying  to  their  period  of 
training,  their  proficiency,  and  good  character. 

The  right  is  reserved  to  terminate  the  connection  of  any  nurse  or  pupil 
with  the  School,  for  any  reason  which  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 
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N.  B.  —  This  paper  to  he  filled  in  ( i?i  the  Candidates'  own  hand- 
writing),  and  sent  to  the  Siiperijitendenf  of  Butler  Hospital,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 


Questions  to  be  Answered  by  Candidate. 

1.  Name  in  full  of  Candidate.   

2.  Are  you  single  or  married?   

3.  Your  present  occupation  or  employment ?   

4.  Age  last  birthday,  and  date  and  place  of  \ 

birth  ?  I 

5.  Height?    Weight? 

6.  In  what  school  or  schools  educated,  and  in  ) 

what  place ?  \ 

7.  Are  you  strong  and  healthy,  and  have  3011  "I 

always  been  so ?  I 

8.  Are  vour  sight  and  hearing  perfect?   

ij.    Have  you  any  physical  defects?   

10.  Have  you  any  tendency  to  pulmonary  com-  ) 

plaint  ?  f 

11.  If  a  widow,  have  you  children?    How  many?  1 

Theirages?    How  provided  for?  1 

12.  Are  you  otherwise  free  from  domestic  re-  ) 

sponsibility,  so  that  you  are  not  liable  to  > 
be  called  away?  )   .... 

13.  Where  (if  any)  was  your  last  situation,  and  ) 

how  long  were  you  in  it?  1* 

14.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  training  School, 

or  employed  in  any  hospital  or  asylum? 
If  so,  where,  and  how  long  in  each  place? 

Name, 

15.  The  names  in  full  and  addresses  of  two  re-  ~| 

sponsible  persons,  not  of  your  own  kin-  j  Address, 

died,  to  be  referred  to.    State  how  long  !  has  known  me!  years. 

each   has  known  you.    If  previously  em-  f  Name> 

ployed  one  of  these  must  be  the  last  em-  |  Address, 

plover.  I  has  known  me  years. 

Having  read,  and  clearly  understanding  and  agreeing  to  the  foregoing 
conditions  and  regulations,  I  declare  the  above  statement  to  be  correct. 


Signed . 


Candidate. 


Present  Address . 


Date  iS 


FEMALE  NURSES,    BUTLER  HOSPITAL, 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 


The  Trustees  having  established  at  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
a  School  for  Nurses,  offer  to  give  women  desirous  of  becoming  profes- 
sional nurses  a  two  years'  course  of  training  in  general  nursing,  with 
special  reference  to  the  care  of  cases  of  nervous  and  mental  disease. 

Those  wishing  to  receive  such  a  course  of  iustruction  must  apply  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  most  desirable  age  for  candidates  is  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-five 
years.  They  must  be  in  sound  health,  and  must  send  -with  their  applica- 
tion a  certificate  from  a  physician  certifying  to  the  pact'  also,  one  from 
some  responsible  person  as  to  their  good  character  and  good  health. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees,  they  will  be  received  for  two  months  on.  pro- 
bation, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  will,  if  accepted,  sign  an 
agreement  to  complete  the  prescribed  course  of  two  years. 

The  Superintendent  of  Nurses  has  charge  of  the  Training  School,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  and  the  Nurses  are  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  Hospital. 
Their  fitness  for  the  work  and  the  propriety  of  retaining  or  dismissing 
them  at  the  end  of  the  two  months  of  trial  is  determined  by  the  authori- 
ties in  charge  of  the  School,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees ;  and  the 
same  authorities  can  in  like  manner  discharge  them  at  any  time  in  case 
of  misconduct  or  inefficiency.  They  reside  in  the  Hospital  and  serve  as 
assistant  nurses  in  its  wards. 

All  nurses  are  required  to  be  sober,  honest,  truthful,  trustworthy, 
punctual,  quiet,  orderly,  cleanly,  neat,  patient,  kind,  and  cheerful. 

The  instruction  includes  the  general  care  of  the  sick;  the  managing  of 
helpless  patients  in  bed,  in  moving,  changing  bed  and  body  linen,  mak- 
ing of  beds,  etc.;  giving  baths,  keeping  patients  warm  or  cool,  preventing 
and  dressing  bed  sores;  bandaging,  applying  of  fomentations,  poultices, 
and  minor  dressings ;  the  preparing  and  serving  of  food,  the  feeding  of 
helpless  patients  and  those  who  refuse  food,  the  administering  of  enemas 
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and  use  of  the  catheter;  attendance  upon  patients  requiring  diversion 
and  companionship;  the  observation  or  mental  symptoms,  delusions, 
hallucinations,  delirium,  stupor,  etc. ;  and  the  care  of  excited,  violent, 
and  suicidal  patients. 

They  are  also  given  instruction  in  the  best  practical  methods  of  sup- 
plying fresh  air,  warming  and  ventilating  sick-rooms  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  are  taught  to  take  proper  care  of  rooms  and  wards,  in  keeping 
all  utensils  perfectly  clean  and  disinfected,  etc.;  to  observe  the  sick 
accurately  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  secretions,  pulse,  breathing,  skin, 
temperature,  sleep,  appetite,  effect  of  diet,  of  stimulants,  and  medicine, 
the  giving  of  massage,  and  the  managing  of  convalescents. 

The  instruction  is  given  mainly  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Training 
School,  and  by  the  Supervisor  and  Head  Nurses.  Lectures  and  demon- 
strations will  be  given,  at  stated  periods,  by  the  Hospital  Medical  Staff. 
Examinations,  chiefly  upon  practical  points,  take  place  from  time  to 
time. 

The  pupils  are  employed  as  assistant  nurses  in  the  wards  of  the  Hos- 
pital. They  will  be  paid  fourteen  dollars  ($14)  per  month  during  the 
first  year,  and  fifteen  dollars  ($15)  per  month  during  the  second  year. 
Their  education  during  this  time  is  considered  as  partial  compensation  for 
their  services.  Women  graduates  will  be  paid  twenty-five  dollars  ($25) 
per  month. 

They  are  required  to  wear  at  all  times,  while  on  duty  in  the  wards,  the 
Hospital  uniform  dress. 

When  the  full  term  of  two  years  is  completed,  the  nurses  thus  trained 
receive  (after  final  examinations)  diplomas  certifying  to  their  period  of 
training,  their  proficiency  and  good  character. 

The  right  is  reserved  to  terminate  the  connection  of  any  nurse  or  pupil 
with  the  School,  for  any  reason  which  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 
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N.  B.  —  This  paper  to  be  filled  in  I  in  the  Candidate '  s  own  hand- 
writing), and  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Butler  Hospital,  Provi- 
dence^ R.  I. 


Questions  to  be  Answered  by  Candidate. 

Name  in  full  of  Candidate,   

.Are  you  single,  married  or  a  widow?  .  .  

Your  present  occupation  or  emplovment?   

Age  last  birthday,  and  date  and  place  of  \ 
birth?  J 

Height?    Weight? 

In  what  school  or  schools  educated,  and  ) 
in  what  place ?  J 

Are  you  strong  and  healthy,  and  have  you  'I 
always  been  so  ?  i 

Are  your  sight  and  hearing  perfect?   

Have  you  any  physical  defects?   

Have  you  any  tendencv  to  pulmonary  com-  \ 
plaints  ?  / 

If  a  widow,  have  you  children?  How  many?  | 
Their  ages?    How  provided  for  ?  ) 

Are  you  otherwise  free  from  domestic  re- 
sponsibility, so  that  you  are  not  liable  to 
be  called  away  ? 

13.  Where  (if  any)  was  your  last  situation,  and  1 

how  long  were  you  in  it?  1 

14.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  training  school,  ~\ 

or  emploved  in  any  hospital  or  asylum?  - 
If  so,  where,  and  how  long  in  each  place?  J 
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Name, 
Address, 


it;.    The  names  in  full  and  addresses  of  two  re-  ~) 
sponsible  persons,  not  of  your  own  kin- 
dred, to  be  referred  to.    Slate  how  long  \      has  known  ,ne  years- 
each  has  known  you.    If  previously  em-  j  Name, 
ployed  one  of  these  must  be  the  last  em- 
ployer. J 


Address, 
has  known  me  years. 


Having  read,  and  clearly  understanding  and  agreeing  to  the  foregoing 
conditions  and  regulations,  I  declare  the  above  statement  to  be  correct. 


Signed  

Candidate. 

Present  address  


Date 


iS 


FUNDS 


BELONGING  TO  BUTLER  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE, 


DECEMBER    31,  1897. 


PERMANENT  FUND. 

i  Note  secured  by  mortgage  on  improved  property   $4,000  00 

20  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  4  per 

cent   20,000  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   4,700  00 

246  shares  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co   12,300  00 

11  bonds  Columbus  Street  Railway  Co.,  5  percent   11,000  00 

Cash   100  00 

$52, 100  00 

DUNCAN  IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

10  Shares  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   $10,000  00 

85       "      Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R-  R.  Co   7,000  00 

1  Bond  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Qnincy  R.  R.  Co.,  5  per  cent.  1,000  00 

$18,000  00 

DONATION  FUND. 

10  Shares  Manufacturers  National  Bank   $1,000  00 

31       "      Providence  Gas  Co   r>?5o  00 

96       "      Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   12,00000 

130       "      Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co   10,000  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage                         •  4,000  00 

[  Bond  Denver  City  Cable  Railway  Co.,  for  $1,000   .200  00 

$28,750  00 

LIBRARY  FUND. 

2  Bonds  New  York  Central  R.  R.  Co   $1,500  00 

Deposit  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   100  00 

$1,600  00 
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ELIZABETH    S.    BARTLEl'T   BENEFICIARY  FUND. 


45  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   $5,000  00 


THOMAS   WHITRIDGE  FIND. 

12  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.R. Co. ,4  per  cent.  $12,000  00 

BENEFICIARY  FUND. 

82  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  Co   $10,900  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage  •  ■  •  ■  21,100  00 


$32,000  00 


ROBERT   H.    IVES   BENEFICIARY  FUND. 

235  Shares  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R,  Co   $18,750  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   27,250  00 

4  Bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  5  per 

cent   4,000  00 

$50  000  00 

ISAAC   RAY  FUND. 

41  Shares  New  York,  Ontario  ..V  Western  R.  R.  Co   $615  00 

50      "      Union  R.  R.  Co. 's  of  New  Jersey   9,25000 

310       "      Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co   15,50000 

142       "      Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co   --.675  00 

73       "      Cleveland  &  Pittsburgh  R.  R.  Co   4,562  50 

25       ••      Catawissa  Railroad  Co   1,25000 

70       "      Portland,  Saco  &  Portsmouth  R.  R.  Co   7.00000 

1  Bond  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  consol.  mort'ge.  1,000  00 

1  "  "  "  "  convertible  mort- 

gage, valued  at  600  00 

2  "    Pavvtucket  Water  Loan,  5  per  cent   2,000  00 

1      "    Minneapolis  Street  Railway  mortgage,  5  percent..  1,000  00 

Western  land  notes  secured  by  mortgage   4,200  00 


$69,652  50 

WILLIAM   F.   WELD   MEMORIAL  FUND. 

i  Note  secured  by  mortgage  on  improved  property   $15,000  00 

10  Bonds  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railroad  Co.,  5  percent.  10,000  00 
60  Shares  New  York.  New  Haven  &  Hartford  R.  R.  Co....      10,000  00 


$35,000  00 
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JOHN  WILSON  SMITH  FUND. 

5  Bonds  Minneapolis  Street  Railway  Co.  mortgage,  5  per 


cent   $4,625  00 

Deposit  on  participation  in  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Co   375  00 

$5,000  00 

MARY  C.   WEST  FUND. 

32  Shares  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R  Co   $5,000  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Permanent  Fund   $52,100  00 

Duncan  Improvement  Fund   iS,ooo  00 

Donation  Fund   28,750  00 

Library  Fund   i,6oo  00 

Elizabeth  S.  Bartlett  Beneficiary  Fund   5,000  00 

Thomas  Whitiidge  Fund   12,00000 

Beneficiary  Fund   32.000  00 

Robert  H.  Ives  Beneficiary  Fund   50,000  00 

Isaac  Ray  Fund   69,652  50 

William  F.  Weld  Memorial  Fund   35,000  00 

John  Wilson  Smith  Fund   5, 000  00 

Mary  C.  West  Fund....    5,000  00 


$3I4'I°2  5° 


E.  E. 

Providence,  Dec.  31,  1S97. 

MOSES  B.  I.  GODDARD,  Treasurer 


Examined  and  found  correct. 
Jan.  14,  1S9S. 


SAMUEL  R.  DORRANCE,  1   ,    ...  n 
GEORGE  M.  SMITH,         )  Audit  Committee. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION  ELECTED  AT 
THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  JAN.  26,  1898. 


John  R.  Freeman,  Charles  H.  Merriman,  Jr., 

Frederick  G.  Sawtelle. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION  DECEASED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1897. 


Elizabeth  S.  Bartlett,  Elizabeth  A.  Gammell, 

Cornelia  E.  Green. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Butler  Hospital  for 
the  Insane,  a  Corporation  duly  incorporated  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  sum  of 

Dollars,  for  the  charitable  purposes 

of  said  institution 


